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UGC brings out new rules
against caste discrimination

Higher education institutions may lose

recognition if they violate the regulations: UGC brings

OBCs within the ambit of new rulu after their exclusion in the draft version evoked criticism

B i
NEW DELHI

he University
Grants  Commis-
. sion (UGC) has not:

. ified new regulations to ad-
dress caste-hased
. discrimination in  higher
education institutions
| across the country. The
new rules mandate the set-
|:|.'n-g up of equity commit-
eeés on campuses and
| punishments,
lﬂﬂihcan mnﬁfﬁ] from be-
ing debarred offering
degrees or programmes,
for non-compliance.

The University Grants
Commission (Promotion of
Equity in Higher Education
Institutions) Regulations,
2026, notified on Tuesday,
are an update on the anti-
discrimination regulations
in place since 2012. A draft
version of the updated
rules was put out by the
WC for public suggestions

in February last year, invit-
for the way it kept the Oth-
er Backward Classes
(OBCs) outside the ambit of
caste-based discrimination
and the lack of specificity
in the way it defined dis-
crimination.

‘Further, the draft ver-
urdmn@hﬂousmur
ihl!ﬂ provision to “dis

Strong measures

The UGC {Promotion of Equity in Higher Education Institutionsi

Regulations, 2026, were natilied on Tuesday

« Dscrimination has
been defined as “any
unfair, differential, or
biased troatment ar
any such act against

& Caste based ditrimination meand
“discrimination only on the basis of
caste of tibeagainst the membery
of the Scheduled Castes, Schediled
Tribes, and Other Backward Classes”

any stakeholder,

wh'lﬂ:!rﬂmlic&

or implicit, on the
grounds only of
religion, race, caste,
gentder, pl.um ol
birth, disability, pr
any of them™

= The new ruley
specify punishments,
wihich can ranige

from being deabarred

from offering degress
of programmas, for
noA-compliance

courage” false complaints

of discrimination, suggest-

ing fines for such com-
ts.

In the final notified ver-
sion of the rules, the UGC
has included OBCs within
the ambit of “caste-based
discrimination™ and
i:h'uppﬂ:l the provision on

false complaints, Further,
its definition of “discrimi-
nation”™ has been expand-
ed slightly to include some
of the language contained
in the 2012 tions.

In the new regulations,
the UGC has said that
“caste-based  discrimina-
tion”™ means “discrimina-
tion only on the basis of
caste or tribe against the
members of the Scheduled
Castes (5Cs), Scheduled

Tribes (STs), and Other
Backward Classes”™. Furth-
er, it defines “discrimina-
tion™ as “any unfair, diffe-
rential, or biased
treatment or any such act
agalnst any stakeholder,
whether explicit or impli-
cit, on the grounds only of

fion, race, caste, gen-
der, place of birth, disabili-
ty, or any of them™,

In borrowing from the
definition in the 2012 regu-
lations, the UGC added
that “discrimination™
would include “any dis-
tinction, exclusion, limita-
tion, or preference, which
has the purpose or effect of
nullifying or impairing
equality of treatment in
education and, in particu-
lar, of imposing conditions

on any stakeholder or
group of stakeholders thar
are incompatible with hu-

man digniry”

Equity committees

In the new regulations, the
UGC mandates the setting
up of equal opportunity
centres (EOC) in each inst-
tution, (o promote “eguity
and equal opportunity to
the community at large in
the higher educhtion inst-
tutions (HEIs) and o briug
about social inclusion®.
Under these, an Emur}r
committee is to be formed, |
These equity committees,
chaired by the head of the |
institution, must have the
representation of OBCs,
persons with disabilities,
SCs, 5Ts, and women, the
regulations said.

While the EOC will be
expected to submit a bi-an-
nual report of its funcron-
ing, the equity comminees
have been mandated 1w
meet at least rwice a vear

The UGEC will put in
place a monitoring me-
chanism to review the pro-
gress of the implementa-
ticn of these regulations. It
will set up a national-level
moniforing COmmittee
with representatives of
Statutory professional
councils and commissions,

the regulations said



