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APPENDIX 1

The cover design of any book is the first point of contact between the book and the reader.
Although the well-known idiom goes “don’t judge a book by its cover”, the cover page as a
paratext can actually be a significant addendum to the main text, by negotiating the verbal and
the visual. The cover pages of Devices and Desires (1989) and The Lighthouse (2005) have
been elaborately discussed in Chapter 4 of this thesis. Here, a few other cover designs from
James’ novels are presented. This thesis establishes the significance of space, place and
landscape in the Adam Dalgliesh novels of P.D. James. Their importance is also highlighted
through these cover designs that focus specifically on landscapes. Not all of James’ novels
and their several editions from either Faber and Faber or Penguin, show landscape as cover
art. However, these four images are top view photographs of the books that I have used for
this study, that depict the geographical setting.

This Faber and Faber, 2010 edition of Urnnatural Causes depicts the scene of crime,
that is the shore, along with the murder weapon, the axe, blending into the pebbled land.
Although Digby Seaton’s mutilated body is found on a dinghy, the cover page represents the
landscape of the Suffolk coast. Similarly in the 2005 Faber and Faber edition Death of an
Expert Witness, a scalpel marked as evidence foregrounds the countryside. Neither the clunch
pit nor Hoggatt’s laboratory, which is the focus of the narrative is present on the cover. The
1995 Penguin edition of Original Sin and 2008 Faber and Faber edition of Private Patient
show architectural structures along with the Thames river and Dorset headlands respectively.
Original Sin depicts the Venetian styled Innocent House/Peverell Press which might hardly
seem to be a part of the urban metropolis. Whereas in Private Patient, the Cheverell Manor is
overpowered by the vastness of the headlands and the Cheverell Stones that reminds one of
the Stonehenge. These cover designs therefore, while providing visual summaries of the story
to the readers underscore the importance of space and the diversity of spatial settings in James’
works. The link between the text and the cover can be treated as “an act of translation”

(Sonzogni 2011, 4).
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Cover Design of Select Novels!

‘One of the most spine-chilling writers around.’
Observer

'E PATIENIE

An Adam Dalgliesh M: yster

AN ADAM DALGLIESH MYSTERY

et

‘Nobody. can. put ‘the:reader in the eye of the
storm quite Tike P.D.James.’
Sunday Express

) “LEADS THE READER INTO A DARK, CHILLING LABYRINTH OF
=~/ By :s 18 BRILLIANT.” —THE VANCOUVER SUN

13 Photograph of the cover page of James’ novels that depict various landscapes
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APPENDIX I

Select Newspaper Clippings

There are three news articles appended to this thesis. These articles published in recent years
are indicative of the fact that many of the social issues that P.D. James has addressed in her

novels between 1962 to 2008, are relevant even today.

The first article, “How to Be a Woman and a Sharp Cop”, is situated in the Indian
context and talks about the challenges of women police officers in the police profession. '* The
article interviews women officers who share their experiences where they seek a balance
between their professional role, domestic role and as a mother. The article tells us that although
women officers are recruited into the police force, they are hardly given the opportunity to
investigate the case, which was also mentioned by Dove in his work Police Procedurals
(1982). The article also tells us that, even though women are police officers and one might
presume can exercise clout, they are subjected to a patriarchal oppression including domestic
violence in the home front.

010 | WWIW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

e a EXPRESS MAGAZINE

oacee .y
Act Three, hlln Two
'l'\h;pn)ankununﬂ] retums
it aesber tlkd abort im

ANDMHARP m

On the front line, women police officers fac umc pam:\r chy and the call of dury.
How tough is ir « uI

14 This news article is from: Eye: The Sunday Express Magazine. 14" April 2019.
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coincided with her pregnancy. Right after her

: _ daughterwasdelivered through a C-section,

Hemlata was posted to Tihar Jail. “That was
when I thought to myself galat job chun li (1
chose the wrong job),” she says, sitting in the
reception area of Delhi's Ashok Vihar police
station. “Once | had to accompany a convict
to Bihar. We were travelling by train. | was
pumping out extra milk all the time. | was
down with a fever. I was filled with guilt
about leaving my daughter behind, but it was
also my first big field assignment. I didn't give
up,” she says, adding. “But now that my
~daughter is 5, 1 opt for fieldwork often. Both
~my husband, who is also in the police, and |

iy
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The second news article, “35 Years on, the Ruins of Chernobyl Draw Warning, Tourists”
revisits the Chernobyl nuclear disaster, that occurred in Ukraine, on 26™ April 1986.' The
article talks about the creation of an ‘Exclusion Zone’ due to high radiation levels. The space
which once had an entire community is now abandoned leaving behind remnants of their social
history. The impact of the disaster is pertinent today, such that, even after 35 years, “permanent
residence is banned” due to possible health risks from radiation. The article also states that,
irrespective of government regulations, some people have returned to these sites because they
associate this space as their home. However, despite their return, they are still longing for
home as it once was before the disaster. The placial identity is thus, rooted to the sense of self

but also to one’s social space.

The site of the nuclear disaster informs the social implications of human actions, such
as negligence of the authorities, resulting in a community that is uprooted, and individuals
seeking their home and identity. Contradictorily there is an attempt to revive this place as a

tourist site and reconstruct the placial identity with a new narrative.

15 This news article is from Hindustan Times, Monday, 26" April 2021, p.2.
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The third article, “This is Where it Happened. . .” lists a few sites that are popular for crime
tourism.'® The article shows that these sites of tourism document history of that place. By
visiting these places, one gains insight into certain sections of the society such as the gangster
culture and community and their changing social status, such as the Yakuzas of Japan. Such
touristic experiences also inform us about the legal and political situation of a country, and,
the crimes and associated punishment. Well known criminal activities and incidences are also
adapted into media productions such as web series on OTT platforms, resulting in a wider

outreach.

16 The news article is from Sunday Hindustan Times, 1t November 2020, p.14.
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