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INTRODUCTION TO THE PRESENT
EDITION

SO far as the personal element is concerned, brevity

must always be the chief merit of an Introduction to
a reprint of a work by a dead writer, because an Editor
can never entirely enter into the author’s mind, and,
in dilating on his views, is more likely to distort than
to represent them. In this case, especially, there is
little to say about The Spanish Conguest in America,
since the reading world has long shown its apprecia-
tion of the work by seeking it at an enhanced price,
a final award more practical than any set eulogy.
One of the foremost of living American historians
has described it as “a book that it does the soul good
to read ”; and whether the reader agrees, or disagrees,
with some of the author’s views, he will at least deter-
mine that it is the work of a scholar and a Christian
gentleman—two qualifications not always united in
the historian — and therefore a formative influence,
as all such books are, in the growth of the moral forces
silently directing humanity towards higher ideals.
Inevitably, in a history dealing with many races and
many nations, extending over centuries of time, and
covering & field including both the old and new worlds,
there must be divers matters both in facts and con-
clusions in which the author will lay himself open to
criticism. So far as relates to facts the Editor has not
found that the lapse of upwards of forty years, and the

n
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viii INTRODUCTION TO THE

accretion of material become available since Sir Arthur
Helps wrote,have rendered many amendments necessary,
for it will be seen that the added notes to this edition
are mostly in the nature of expansions rather than of
corrections. And if the author had himself prepared
another edition, he would have seen, probably, little
to alter in his general conclusions, based on stated
grounds, carefully thought out, and the outcome of
many years of study. As there can be no such thing
as uniformity in opinion, doubtless he expected dissent
from his views in more or less important details, for
it is hardly a subject that any one, evem without
possessing especial knowledge, will read through and
find himself in accord in all points with the author.
That criticism which is progress towards final truth
is always valuable; for another kind of criticism Sir
Arthur Helps had a clear and judicious contempt.!
He gave the world of his best, and the writer who
gives that does not lightly change manner or matter
at the bidding of superficial fault-finding, or in com-
pliance with brand-new theory.

In preparing this edition the Editor has not felt
himself at liberty to interfere with the text as left by
the author, except in the correction of a few obvious
misprints or doubtful forms of Spanish expressions.
But the original notes having been mostly printed in
the language—Spanish, Latin, French, or Italian—of
the writer quoted, and being therefore useless to many
readers, are now translated, unless Sir Arthur Helps
has himself translated them in his narrative, in which

1 “You often find that a long criticism upon a man or his work is
but 2 demand that he should be somebody else and his work somebody
else’s work,”—Vol. i, p. 194.
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PRESENT EDITION ix

case only the authority is given in the footnote. Of
course all the notes by Sir Arthur Helps himself have
been retained, and those by the present Editor are
enclosed within square brackets.

Over the pillars, on each side of the doorway, of
Francisco de Montejo’s sixteenth-century house at
Merida (Yucatan), are the figures of two armed
Spaniards trampling on prostrate Indians. Sir Arthur
Helps, and modern Spanish writers, tell us that the
dominant note of Spanish conquest was religious,
“on this basis, and from this point of departure, is
unfolded the continuous policy of Spain. These clear,
simple, noble, and elevated ideas have been the inspira-
tion of all our Indian legislation.”* The primary pur-
pose of history is neither to praise nor to condemn,
but to explain, and the reader will ask himself where
is here to be found the missing middle term between
the extremes of action and theory thus indicated;
why, if the intentions and legislation were so excellent,
the consequences were so disastrous; why, if Spanish
statesmen were animated by such lofty ideals, the
Spanish settlers played the part of devils among the
helpless Indians, resulting in the death and physical
and mental torture of millions of human beings, re-
presenting a sum of human misery to which there is
nothing comparable in history except, perhaps, that
long tragedy of fire and sword epitomized as the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. Yet the
dealings of the Spaniards with the native races only

! M. BLANCO HERRERO, Politica de Espafia en Ultramar, Madrid,
1888, p. 37.
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differed in degree, but not in kind, from that of all
civilized races with aborigines unfortunate enough to
be discovered. There are sufficient indications to-day
of what, but for the strong hand of home govern-
ments, would be the fate of African natives at the
mercy of European adventurers, and the African is a
sturdy fighter. In the sixteenth century no govern-
ment was strong outside its capital, and most of the
American races were unwarlike by nature and practically
unarmed. Sir Arthur Helps writes, “in order that
any amelioration might take place in the condition of
the Indians it was necessary for three things to be
favourable thereto—namely, the disposition of the
Spanish Court, the disposition of the rulers in the
Indies to whom authority had been delegated, and,
thirdly, some feasibility in the circumstances of the
country to which the law was to apply,” and although
this was written with particular reference to an order
of 1530, the remarks are as applicable to the first
years of discovery in the reign of the Catholic Kings
as to the time of Charles V. If we proceed a step
farther and inquire why the local authorities were
sometimes unwilling, and sometimes unable, to carry
out their orders, there seem to be two principal reasons:
firstly, that the administrative officials were usually
men of inferior capacity, and, secondly, that they had
no disciplined royal force at command. It will appear
to the reader of the Spanish Conguest that in but few
instances were the colonial governors and their sub-
ordinates of more than mediocre ability, scarcely equal
to the routine of settled and long-established govern-
ment, quite unequal to the novel and difficult conditions
in which they were placed. Frequently they were
less than mediocre, and, moreover, were sometimes
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flagrantly dishonest and did not hesitate to sacrifice
their own countrymen in order to secure a profit.
If two Dominican monks were martyred that the
magistrates of Espafiola might sell kidnapped Indians,
we may guess what happened in cases less likely to
attract attention.® Yet in Spain Ferdinand and
Isabella, and Charles V., were served by the ablest
statesmen of the time, but these men were not em-
ployed across the Aftlantic because there was more
than sufficient work for them at home, and the Indies
were always subsidiary to Spanish ambitions in Europe.
When an able man like Pedro de la Gasca was sent
to America for an especial purpose, he stands out as
of transcendent capacity when opposed to the crude
simplicities of the Pizarros and their like; but de la
Gasca was only one of many equally capable servants
of Charles V., and held no particular intellectual rank
among them. The difference was that the ordinary
colonial official was much below the Spanish home
standard.

Even more fatal, possibly, to strong government and
Indian lives was the lack of a disciplined military
force in the Indies. The close of the fifteenth
century was marked by the organization of standing
forces among the more advanced of the European
nations, and Spain was one of the first powers to
adopt this system. If each Governor, or Audiencia,
had had at command even a small band of disciplined
soldiers, looking to the Crown for pay and promotion,
independent of local rivalries and animosities, and knit
together by the sentiment of loyalty and esprit de corps,
the possibilities, in the way of good government

! Vol. i, pp. 331, 332.
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would have been incalculable. As it was, authority
could only be upheld by calling together a militia of
the settlers, who were sometimes expected to enforce
laws injurious to themselves, while there was, and
could be, no check to any barbarities such levies chose
to inflict on the natives. Even such Governors as
Ovando, Pedrarias, and Velazquez might have been
less terrible had they also commanded a small body
of troops instead of being entirely dependent on the
adventurers who came over solely to seek fortune,
and to whom they were, perhaps, often forced to
submit in order to retain some semblance of authority.
However, for many years the troops kept in standing
pay were too few in number, and their services too
continuously required in Europe, to permit any service
abroad, besides the fact that the cost would have been
prohibitive unless retrenchments had been made in
other directions. It was not until the reign of Philip
II. that small detachments of royal troops were main-
tained in the chief places of the Indies, for it was
not until that time that the amount of treasure pro-
duced enabled the colonies to bear the charge and
made them a really valuable portion of the Empire.
For the Catholic Kings, and for Charles V., the New
World was a ceaseless source of anxiety and almost
of weakness, and would have been a source of ruinous
expense if the conquest of territory, and the enrich-
ment of the Indians with what the late Sir John
Seeley aptly described as Spanish Christianity, had
been carried on at the cost of the Crown instead of
at that of private adventurers and the natives them-
selves.

The system of colonization by private enterprize
being the one adopted from the beginning leads
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naturally to a consideration of the political foresight
of Ferdinand and Isabella—the disposition of the
Spanish Court”—in the words of Sir Arthur Helps.
Of Ferdinand little need be said; everyone is prepared
to throw Aim to the wolves, “the Prince who never
preaches aught but peace and good faith and yet of
both is the greatest foe,” of Machiavelli, but who, as
far as words went, was quite as eager as his wife for
the welfare of the Indians and expressed himself quite
as fluently and amiably. The character of Isabella is
a more open question. Sir Arthur Helps takes a very
favourable view; a more critical one is that of Mr
U. R. Burke, who says that—

The establishment and maintenance of the Inquisition,
the banishment of the Jews, the massacre of the Moslems,
the Queen’s constant breaches of faith to friends and foes,
her pitiless disregard for human suffering—these things
we are told by Prescott and other less distinguished
writers, with a recurrence that at length becomes almost
comic, are so foreign to her amiable and gentle nature
that although they appeared to be her work it is obvious
that some undisclosed villain must be to blame.!

The final proposal of Columbus came at a most
opportune moment; the Moslem strength in Spain
was at length entirely broken, the union of the
Peninsular States outside Portugal was complete, the
power of the Crown, based on the loyalty of the cities,
was unchallenged; and the national revenue, not yet
exhausted by political adventure, was growing by
“leaps and bounds,” having risen from £18,000 in
1474, to £264,000 in 1482, and was to reach £547,000

! U. R. BURKR, Hist. of Spain, ii, p. 244. Mr Burke decides
that she was a great sovereign, although deficient in the qualities
usually ascribed to her.
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in 1504. Therefore, although there is little doubt
that Isabella would have refused the offer had she
known that a new continent was to be given to her
instead of the coveted western sea passage to the
East Indies, the Spanish Crown was politically and
financially in a better position to colonize and ad-
minister than at any later date. But relatively great
as were the resources of Spain, the energies of the
country soon became concentrated on Kuropean
ambitions, which employed all its strength and for-
bade any great expenditure of men or money on a
task that might have taxed the wealth of a modern
nation. That Isabella honestly believed that a divine
delegation had been imposed on Spain, to bring the
heathen millions of the Indies to a higher knowledge
is quite probable, but it is obvious from the commence-
ment that not only is as little Spanish money as
possible to be expended on the colonies,* but that the
mission i8 to be carried out on the cheapest terms
and with the uttermost profit to the missionary

! The permanent revenue of the English Crown under Henry VII.
(1485-1509) did not exceed £100,000 a year.

2 ¢“Colonies” is a convenient term to describe the Spanish American
possessions, but it is hardly a correct one; they were really attached
to the Crown, and regarded as the personal possession of the sovereign.
Among the many deadly influences they exerted on the mother country
there is one that has hardly been noticed, and that is, the corruption
they enabled the King to exercise in Spain by the appointment of
Spaniards to all offices in America. The destructive effects on Spanish
public virtue can best be realized if we imagine the population of the
United Kingdom to be eight or ten millions, and every post, from
Viceroy to street-sweeper, in India, Canada, Australia, the Cape,
and elsewhere, to be filled from Great Britain and Ireland by the
nomination of the sovereign, but chiefly from England, as equivalent
to Castille. This narcotized Spain, but it was an important factor in
bringing about the final revolt, for there was no legitimate ambition
open to the colonials.
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country. Conscience was salved and duty was done by
reiterated orders concerning the good treatment and
conversion of the Indians, but we do not find that
one of their murderers was ever punished. During the
lifetime of Isabella the “ pacificators ” of Espafiola went
scatheless, Ovando was considered a model governor,
Pedrarias remained in power till the day of his death,
and Velazquez was the recipient of a series of com-
plimentary letters and rewards.! Each governor
understood that behind his public instructions was
the implicit one, sometimes reduced to writing,? to
send home gold, and there seems little political sagacity
in accepting as inevitable the furious and sordid
savagery with which they performed their commis-
sion. To permit and accept the services of such
men was active participation in crime rather than
passive incapacity, and the higher we rate the in-
telligence of the sovereigns, so much the less faith can
we place in their honesty. Neither Ferdinand nor
Isabella trusted to pious wishes alone in matters
nearer to their worldly interests than were Indian
lives.

Just as little political foresight was shown in recruit-
ing the expeditions from the human sweepings of the
cities and the camps; the difficulty found in obtaining
permanent settlers of the agricultural class was not an
excuse but itself an indication of the danger of the
course pursued. The amount of influence exercised
by Ferdinand, during the lifetime of Isabella, in the

! Vol. i, p. 319. It is true that in the last year of her life Isabella is
said to have threatened Ovando with a Residencia—i.e. an inquiry;
but there is no first-hand evidence on the point, and, if correct in fact,
it was not necessarily for his atrocities.

1 See vol. i, p. 138.
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government of the colonies we do not know, nor
whether the disastrous edicts of 1497, giving convicted
criminals the option of serving across the Atlantic,
were due to him, but that such a method should have
been approved says little for the statesmanship the
Catholic Kings brought to bear on their task. Well
might Columbus write that there were many in the
Indies who “did not deserve baptism in the eyes of
God or man,” but what are we to think of the political
sagacity which was unable to foresee the consequences
of letting them loose, uncontrolled except by paper
edicts, to procure the conversion of the natives. Con-
quistador is a good round mouth-filling word, sug-
gesting all that romance associates with the southern
skies of poets and dreamers; but if we understand
that it really means the criminal and the unsuccessful,
we see that no different plan could have been adopted
if the Catholic Kings had been indifferent to the
fate of Indian bodies if Indian souls were saved.
According to their edicts, they were not indifferent,
but no measures were ever taken to translate the
edicts and laws into facts. Again and again they
declared that the first object of discovery was to
introduce the blessings of the Holy Catholic Faith ;
that the Indians were free; that they were not to be
killed, or oppressed, or reduced to slavery; all these
commands being expressed in the most definite terms.
It is equally true that they consistently allowed,
almost without comment, these orders to be ignored,
a8 if their mellifluously uttered desires were to be
recognised as the mere verbiage of official expression.
The path taken by Isabella, and then by Ferdinand,
narrowed to the groove in which Spanish administra-
tion afterwards moved, and she and he are surely
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answerable for the weakness, or the hypocrisy, which
permitted benevolent intentions to be set aside and
to be replaced by the cruel and murderous lawless-
ness which finally left to the surviving Indians “the
only two inalienable rights in this world conceded
by the Pope and acknowledged by the Castillians,
those of Entrance and Exit—Nature's two laws of
necessity.”

Spain’s lack of grip on its transatlantic possessions
is seen from the beginning, and continued until the end;
the reader will observe not only the numerous instances
in which the royal injunctions were neglected, but the
patience with which the home government endured
the neglect. That the colonies rendered allegiance to
the mother country so long was due, not to Spain's
power to compel it, but to the possession of a common
language and a common faith, and the absence of any
local patriotism, a deficiency consequent to pride in
the original Spanish descent. The student of naval
history will be interested in the striking illustration
of the value of sea-power shown in Gonzalo Pizarro’s
revolt. It seems clear that had that leader understood
how to use the fleet at his command, de la Gasca
would never have got beyond Panamd, and Peru would
have lapsed from the Spanish Crown almost before
its possession had been realised! As the Counter-
Reformation of the late sixteenth century, the schemes
of Philip I as its leader, and the turmoil of war into
which he plunged Europe, were all based on the yield
from the Potosi silver mines, without which they
would not have been possible, the historical imagina-
tion may, in this instance, permit itself the one short

1 Vol. iv, bk. xix, cap. 3.
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flight into hypothesis. The Pizarro revolt illustrated
a danger that the Kings of Spain had always to keep
in mind, which perhaps accounts, more than tenderness
for the natives, for their reluctance from the first to
grant repartimientos or encomiendas except for one life.
From the time of Ferdinand’s order of 1509,* that they
were only to be held “during pleasure,” there was a
continuous struggle between the colonists and the
Crown, the former seeking them as a freehold, the
latter retaining the reversion as a means of preserving
its hold on the loyalty of the settlers. So strong was
this feeling during the sixteenth century, that although
Philip II. was in dire financial straits when he ascended
the throne, and was urged to extricate himself by
selling the reversions, he decided to reject this plan,
Sir Arthur Helps thinks entirely from humanitarian
motives, but perhaps quite as much or more for political
reasons. Sir Arthur Helps suggests that the appoint-
ment of a prince of the Royal family as the Viceroy
of the Indies might have been the salvation of the
natives, but the same fears that dominated the Spanish
government in dealing with the colonists rendered
such a measure impossible. Such a prince would have
become a rallying - point for discontent, and would
have been urged to erect an independent state. But
at no period would any King of Spain have made such
an appointment.?

The relation between the Roman Church and the

1Vol. i, p. 157.

2 In 1786 Count D’Aranda declared it to be impossible that Spain
could much longer retain the American possessions on the existing
system, and proposed to Charles III., the most enlightened monarch
who has ever held the crown of Spain, the establishment of three
kingdoms, of Mexico, Peru, and Tierra-firme, under members of the
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Conquest is far too large a subject to be analyzed here,
but it is well to remark that although Las Casas towers
as the heroic figure of the Conquest, and although the
virtues and efforts of a few of his brother monks would
have conferred honour on any faith, the clergy, as a
whole, were too often of the type of the ineffable Fray
Vicente de Valverde. At the best, they were sluggish
parish priests, satisfied with a hybrid product of
Romanism and Heathenism in their flocks, reducing
the Indians to a condition of flaccid mental pupilage,
and teaching them to render unto Caesar—that is to
say, the owner of the repartimiento—the dues wrung
from them in the honour of their women and their
own and their children’s lives. At the worst, they
shared the worldly strivings of their countrymen and
sought success by the same methods; it was found
necessary to forbid them, either personally or under
the cloak of a lay agent, to take shares in the pearl
fisheries, to act as managers of estates, to join in work-
ing the mines, or to engage in any kind of business,
and the existence of such laws is significant enough.
What their influence might have been can be under-
stood from the account given by Las Casas of the
massacre at Caonao,’ when he was able to stop the
slaughter where he was himself present. The Roman
Church did little in its corporate capacity, for it did
not speak ex cathedra in favour of the Indians until
the Brief of Paul IIL in 1537, and that was the only
instance. By that time murder and torture had done
their work, and the power of the Crown and of the law

royal family, Charles himself taking the title of Emperor. Had the
plan been adopted, it would only have led to American independence
by a different path to that actually followed.

! Vol. i, pp. 315, 316,
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was slowly gaining the upper hand for the protection
of the survivors. But the deeds that startled even
Spain had left Rome unmoved.

The local maps originally drawn under the
supervision of the author have been reproduced for
this edition, but for convenience of reference are
placed together. In view of the larger ones now
added to show the progress of Spanish discovery, it
will be advisable to append some remarks on the
geographical knowledge of the fifteenth century, and
the progress of that knowledge as reflected in carto-
graphy. Sir Arthur Helps tell us® that, before Prince
Henry launched Portugal on the course of discovery,
the known world consisted of Europe, cut off short
northwards, and more or less incorrectly drawn, except
the Mediterranean basin, which, owing to the experi-
ence obtained by centuries of navigation, was charted
with relatively wonderful accuracy; an imaginative
Asia, with some islands in the place of India, but
always containing the golden cities of Cathay; and a
crescentic narrow Africa, showing only the northern
portion, and no continent between Europe and Asia,
There were, however, many islands, real and imaginary,
laid down in the Atlantic and where America should
have been, and these islands were an important factor
in attracting scientific thought and adventurous action
towards a western passage to India. 'Whether America
was known to the ancients has been a much debated
question, but it is quite certain that at least three
classical writers—Erathosthenes, Strabo, and Seneca—

}Vol, i, p. 11,
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saw no difficulty in the western route to Asia, were
there anything to be gained by braving the horrors of
the unknown ocean, the abode of enchanters and
demons, of storms and darkness. From the theoretical
side possibly the keynote of western discovery is to
be found in the search for Atlantis, the lost continent
of Plato and his commentators. The interest in
Atlantis died out during the dark ages, but in its
place grew beliefs in mythical islands, products of
distorted Atlantean legend, of fancied discovery, folk-
lore, or confused report, and, not least, of the prolific
imagination of Arab geographers. These beliefs, find-
ing & basis in the islands actually discovered, had
supreme influence in attracting both theorists and
practical men to the search westwards; the Canaries,
the Fortunate Islands of the Ancients, were re-dis-
covered in the thirteenth century, although knowledge
of them had never been completely lost; the successive
discoveries of Madeira, the Azores, and the Cape Verde
Islands, in the fifteenth century, seemed to give fresh
support to the views of those who maintained the
actual existence of other islands reported as seen but
never found. Human credulity and the reduplication
of rumour enlarged enormously the number of islands
in the western ocean, until taken in conjunction with
the prevailing belief in its narrowness there seemed to
be little difficulty, so far as distance was concerned,
in passing across it from island to island, although the
lapse of centuries had not lessened the mysterious
terrors long associated with it.2

! As late as 1609 we read, *‘Sir George Summers espied land,
which they judged it should be the dreadful coast of the Bermudas,
which island men of all nations said and supposed to be enchanted and
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Some of the principal of these islands, St. Brendan,
Antillia, or the Isle of Seven Cities, Satanaxio, Dan-
mar, and Bragir or Brazil, were accepted by the least
credulous cartographers of the fifteenth century, and
recur constantly in their maps.!

From the point of view of pure imagination, perhaps
the most interesting of these is Satanaxio, or “the
island of the hand of Satan,” who was supposed, once
a day, to thrust forth a gigantic hand from the ocean
and grasp a number of the inhabitants. Brazil, marked
in 1351 in the position of the Azores, has since occupied
many situations if it has not played many parts, not
the least of its claims to attention being the fact that
the search for it caused Bristol merchants to fit out
a series of exploring expeditions in and after 1480.
It has fallen from the high estate of a large island to
that of a rock, and now, in the latest edition of the
North Atlantic Pilot, is classed among the “doubtful
and not to be found ” rocks and shoals. Geographically
the most important islands were St. Brendan and
Antillia, for, as will be seen, by examining Behaim’s
and Toscanelli’s maps, they occupied a convenient
half-way position between the group of known and
settled islands and Cipangu, Marco Polo’s island of
golden streets and white - robed inhabitants, which
Columbus always believed himself to be on the point
of reaching. Antillia was the largest and most eagerly
sought of all the islands, the legend being that it had

inhabited with witches and devils which grew by reason of accustomed
monstrous thunderstorms and tempests near to these islands.”—Stow’s
Annales, Lond. 1615, p. 944.

1 M. P. Gaffarel (Revue de Geographie, i, p. 400) has drawn a map
showing all such rocks and islands said to have been seen in one
portion alone of the North Atlantic which is studded with them.
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been discovered and settled by refugees from Spain
after the defeat of King Roderick in 711.* St. Brendan
is connected with our own history, since it preserves
the name of the Abbot of Cluainfert, in Ireland, who
died in 577, and who, with a company of monks, is
supposed to have found it after a voyage of seven
years. Like Brazil, it has occupied many positions on
the map, and an expedition in search of it was sent out
in 1721, while it was reported as seen as late as 1759.
Although America had been discovered, and perhaps
more than once, before the fifteenth century, the de-
sires of Europe after the fall of Constantinople were
fixed, not upon a new continent if it existed, but
upon a new trade route to Asia. From the time that
John of Carpini and William de Rubruquis had ascer-
tained, in the thirteenth century, the existence of an
eastern ocean beyond Cathay, the western sea passage
to it became a speculative possibility; when the
Turkish conquests closed the old trade paths, and the
western shores of Africa seemed ever lengthening
out before the Portuguese seamen, the possibility was
brought down from the region of scholarly speculation
to that of practical discussion’ Hence Toscanelli’s
words in his letter of 1474 to his Portuguese corre-
spondent, “I have formerly spoken with you about a
shorter route to the places of spices by ocean naviga-
tion than that which you are pursuing by Guinea,”
and the comparatively clear and easy track traced for
Columbus on the Toscanelli chart he took with him, truly

! The name Antilles, now applied to the West Indies as a whole, is
probably obtained from this island, early cosmographers having de-
termined that Espafiola and the other islands first discovered were
Antille Insulz, meaning the group surrounding Antillia on the old

maps. ‘
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called by Mr Fiske the “most memorable of maps.”!
The original, which was in the possession of Las Casas
in 1559, is not now known to exist, but has been re-
stored from the description given of it. Toscanelli
placed his islands and the continent of Asia according
to his reading of the accounts of early travellers,
but as he reckoned the distance between Lisbon and
Quinsay at 6500 miles, he eliminated the Pacific
Ocean and brought his Cipangu, or Japan, nearly into
the Gulf of Mexico, an error more encouraging than the
truth would have been. Martin Behaim’s globe em-
bodies the geographical knowledge of the fifteenth
century immediately before the return of Columbus,
since it was completed in 1492, while the Portuguese
map of 1490 shows in more detail the contour of the
African coast as far as then discovered.

It is certain that Columbus himself drew several
charts of the new discoveries, or superintended their
execution; one was sent to the Pope, one to Isabella,
and several others are referred to, but none is known
to have survived. Therefore the earliest map that
has come down to us is that of 1500, by Juan de la
Cosa, who was owner and master of the Santa Maria,
the flagship in the first voyage, and the appointed
cartographer during the second voyage. He was again
in the West Indies in 1499 and 1501, and was killed
by the natives when with Ojeda in 1509. The original
of the map, of which the western portion is reproduced
in this volume, is in the Naval Museum at Madrid,
is some six feet in length, and is illuminated in gold
and colours. It indicates the results of discovery up
to 1500—those of Columbus, the Cabots, Ojeda, and

1 See also post, p. §8.
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Pinzon; the map brings out more clearly than written
description the very respectable amount of work in
the way of exploration that had been performed in
eight years, from Cuba through the Islands, down to
the Main. But two more years and the Cantino map
shows not only Cuba as a known island, instead of
being straightly cut off at its western end as in the
La Cosa map, but also gives the peninsula of Florida
and the south-eastern coasts of the United States,
thus proving that that part of North America was
discovered long before the received date of 1513.* Of
course neither the La Cosa nor the Cantino map traces
the curve of the Mexican Gulf; in its place La Cosa
has a vignette of St. Christopher bearing the child
Christ, and some have seen in the features of the saint
an attempt to portray Columbus. The next map
reproduced here is that by Martin Waldseemiiller,
from the Ptolemy published in 1513, but of which
these maps were probably drawn some years earlier.
The reader will notice that North and South America
are now united, although not in a way that implies
any very exact knowledge, and some commentators
hold that the uniting coast line is purely conjec-
tural,

In the interval between 1502 and 1513 the Spanish
Government had taken an important step to secure
the systematization of knowledge and its application
to the general welfare. As early as 1503 the Casa
de Contratacion,? or India House, had been charged
with the duty of preparing charts, but by a Cédula
of 22nd March 1508, a new department was consti-

! H. HARRISSE, Discovery of North America, p. 77 et seg.
* See gost, p. 149.
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tuted for the tuition, examination, and appointment
of pilots,® and the construction of charts, under the
superintendence of Amerigo Vespucei, therein nomi-
nated Pilot Major of Spain. Besides a great number
of authorized voyages known to us, there must have
been many traders and adventurers who went to the
Indies without licence and who largely kept their
voyages secret, but whose discoveries, magnified by
secrecy and rumour, were a source of confusion, while
the experiences of even the licensed navigators were
often contradictory, as recorded in individual maps.
Therefore, one of the chief duties of the Pilot Major
was to prepare a Padron Eeal, or standard map, which
should embody the latest discoveries, which should
be added to or corrected as occasion arose, and copies
of which were to be sold to pilots at moderate rates.
To keep the Padron Real in touch with discovery, all
masters and pilots were ordered to report everything
new they found to the Pilot Major as soon as they
returned to Spain. Therefore, on the one hand, tuition
ensured the employment of a class of men better
able to observe, and, on the other, the results of
observation were organized.

The effect of these regulations was seen in a few
years in a great improvement in practical navigation,
although the fresh knowledge obtained, which was
kept secret as far as possible, spread more slowly
among professional map makers on the continent, who
were also far removed from the sources of information.
Thus, while Cortes was conquering Mexico, in 1520,
the Schoner globe of that year indicates that portion
of North America as unknown, and boldly gives the

! The office of pilot in the Middle Ages was not confined to the
restricted modern use ; he was the navigating officer at sea.
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eagerly sought for waterway between the northern and
southern continents, thus displaying ignorance of the
discoveries made by De Cordova and Grijalva, and
of the work done by the Spanish explorers on the
southern side of the Isthmus. But the two maps of
that region given in this volume, the one assigned by
Kohl to 1518, and the other by Winsor to 1520, are
significantly different in character to the Schoner
globe. They were the product of observation, and we
may feel sure that the Padron Real and ships’ charts
were of the same kind, and very much more like a
modern map than were the school exercises of con-
tinental cartographers working from old and second-
hand information. The beautiful map of Diego Ribero,
of 1529, is a further illustration of this contrast; it
is only six years later than the Schoner globe of 1523,
which differs little from its predecessors, while the
Ribero map is almost modern in its drawing. The
explanation is that Diego Ribero was one of the royal
cosmographers at Seville, and his map, if not a copy
of the Padron Real, or Padron Qeneral, as it was then
called, was constructed from the same data as were
employed for the standard map. Consequently it
shows what a great advance Spanish geographical
knowledge had actually made since La Cosa’s map of
1500, and that, too, at a time when to ascertain and
verify facts was a matter not of months but of years.

1 Given in vol. ii,
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PREFACE

THE present history being a work of a peculiar kind,
and the drift of it not likely to be perceived until
the reader has advanced some way in the work, it may
save him trouble, and may secure his attention to what
he would otherwise be likely to pass by as unimportant,
if I endeavour to explain at once the object in view,
and the mode in which that object has been pursued.

Some years ago, being much interested in the general
subject of slavery, and engaged in writing upon it, I
began to investigate the origin of modern slavery., I
soon found that the works commonly referred to gave
me no sufficient insight into the matter. Questions,
moreover, arose in my mind, not immediately connected
with slavery, but bearing closely upon it, with respect
to the distribution of races in the New World. ¢ Why,”
said I to myself, “are there none but black men in this
island; why are there none but copper-coloured men
on that line of coast; how is it that in one town the
white population predominates, while in another the
aborigines still hold their ground? There must be a
series of historical events which, if brought to light,
would solve all these questions; and I will endeavour
to trace this out for myself.”

In the simplicity of one who had never before devoted
himself to historical writing, I thought, after a time,
that I would give a slight sketch of what I had dis-
covered, and that this would be sufficient for my
purpose.

Eventually, however, I found that I was involved in
a large work, and that there was much to be told about
the early discoveries and conquests in America, which
is not to be met with in its history as hitherto narrated.
I am confirmed in this opinion by one of the greatest

xxxi
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lawyers and most learned men that Spain has produced,
whose office? gave him access to all the colonial records
of that country. He justly remarks that the historians
of New Spain neglected to treat of that which was the
great result of all the political transactions they narrated.
He alludes to the subject of encomiendas.? I have, un-
consciously as far as his remark is concerned (for I did
not meet with it until I had matured my own plan),
been endeavouring to write a history that should not
be liable to this censure. To bring before the reader,
not conquest only, but the results of conquest—the mode
of colonial government which ultimately prevailed—the
extirpation of native races—the introduction of other
races—the growth of slavery—and the settlement of
the encomiendas, on which all Indian society depended—
has been the object of this history.

I have now a few words to say about the mode of
accomplishing my object. I found that I could not avail
myself of anything that had been written before. Other
men have written, and I believe successfully, of the
various conquests and discoveries made in America; but
I have been obliged, both for the reader’s sake and for
my own, to tell my story in my own way. It does not
suffer itself to be told in any one conquest, or in any one
discovery. It sometimes lies wholly in the New World,
sometimes wholly at the Court of Spain. It depends, at
one time, on some powerful minister; at another, upon

! ANTONIO DE LEON PINELO, Relator del consejo de las Indias.
He was also the author of the great bibliographical work Zgstome
de la Biblioteca Oriental y Occidental Ndutica y Geogrdfica. The
Biographie Universelle thus describes his labours: *“The number
of articles from which he made extracts is truly prodigious; the first
volume contains the matter of about five hundred volumes of royal .
cédulas, comprising 120,000 folios and more than 300,000 decrees.”

2 ¢It does not appear easy to reconcile with royal decrees and
the progress of events the form that the emcomiendas took in New
Spain; a point, essential as it is to the story of government, which
has not been observed by Francisco Lopez g’e Gomara, Fr. Antonio
de Remesal, Antonio de Herrera, Fr. Juan de Torquemada, nor
others of our historians who, treating of political matters, leave aside
the encomiendas slthough they were the pivot on which everything
turned.”—ANTONIO DR LEON PINELO.—7valado de Comfirmaciones
Reales, part 1, cap. 4. Madrid, 1630,
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some resolute conqueror. It follows the course of the
remarkable men of the day: and now rises up in one
colony, now in another ;—its direction not being governed
by the relative importance of the colonies. Guatemala,
for instance, a country of which we have heard but little
in Europe, becomes, at one period, a most important field
for investigation in a general history of Spanish Conquest
in America. A number of remarkable men happen to be
in Guatemala at the same time. Their proceedings give
the most apt illustration of their theories respecting slavery,
colonization, and colonial government. Hence Guatemala
becomes, for several years, the geographical centre of
the narrative, as the Pearl Coast had been at a former
period.

I feel that, in a work of such extent as this history of
the Spanish Conquest, there must be much that is im-
perfect, and much that is briefly narrated. Being obliged
to take a general survey of a large field of history, as well
as to enter minutely into detail in those parts of the
subject which are important for my purpose and com-
paratively new to the world, there are particular sections
of the history which have necessarily been treated by me
with a certain brevity. But, as Oviedo, an historian con-
stantly referred to in the following pages, declares, most
men are delighted at coming to an end (los mas hombres
son amigos de conclusion); and, therefore, any brevity,
which is not merely justifiable, but requisite, will, I
doubt not, be readily accepted.

I may add, that as regards the authorities I have had
recourse to in writing this history, I am greatly indebted
to the vast collections of the historian Mufioz (wisely
entrusted to the care of that courteous and learned body,
the Royal Academy of Madrid),—to the publications which
have taken place, in recent times, of documents and even
of histories which had hitherto remained in manuscript,—
and also, incidentally, to the spirit of research which has
grown up of late years in America, and which has brought
to light many valuable works connected with the early
records of that country.

I have also been singularly fortunate in the number of
friends who have taken an almost paternal interest in the
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book, and who have aided me by advice, criticism, research,
and co-operation.!

I commend the work to the reader in the hope that it
will make him desirous to turn from my pages to those
of other historians, ancient and modern, who will enable
him to supply for himself the deficiencies which there
are in this history, and to correct the errors with which
it must abound, whatever pains may have been taken.

! In speaking of the co-operation I have had the good fortune to
meet with, I must especially mention the assiduous labours of a
gentleman who has done much to add to the value of this work b
illustrating it with maps, carefully executed according to scale, and,
in several instances, based upon original authorities which he has
anxiously scrutinized.



CONTENTS OF THE FIRST VOLUME

BOOK 1

PRINCE HENRY OF PORTUGAL

CuaPTER I. Introductory Remarks—Discovery of the Canary
Islands— Béthencourt—Portuguese Discoveries in Africa
under Prince Henry of Portugal .

CHAPTER II. Ca da Mosto’s Voyage—Prince chrys Death
—His Character—Further Discoveries of the Kings of
Portugal

BOOK II

COLUMBUS

CHAPTER I. Discovery of America .
CHAPTER II. Administration of Columbus in the Indies

BOOK III

OVANDO

CHAPTER I. Written Instructions to Ovando—Singular Inter-
view between Ferdinand and Isabella and the New
Governor—State of the Royal Family of Spain—Ovando’s
Arrival at Saint Dommgo—Revolt of Higuey-—Ultimate
Form of Repartimiento . .

CHAPTER II. Ovando’s Mode of Managmg the Spamards—-
His Tyranny in Xaragua—Barbarities in Higuey—Death
of Queen Isabella—Capture of the Lucayans—Don Diego
Columbus appointed Governor of the Indies—Character
of Ovando's Government . . . . .

31

125

142



xxxvi CONTENTS

BOOK 1V

THE DOMINICANS

CHAPTER I. Don Diego Columbus lands at Saint Domingo
—New Repartimientos—FEarliest Notice of Las Casas—
Arrival of the First Dominican Friars—Hispaniola Dis-
peopled—Modcs of Replemshmg the Colony with Indians
—Negroes in the Indies . .

CHAPTER II. The Dominicans protest against Indian Slavery
—Father Antonio’s Sermon—Both the Colonists and the
Monks appeal to Spain—Father Antonio sees the King—
The Laws of Burgos

BOOK V

OJEDA AND NICUESA

CHAPTER I. Nature and Customs of the Indians—Minor
Voyages—Ojeda and Nicuesa start on their Voya.ge—
Ojeda’s Misfortunes—His Death . .

CHAPTER II.  Enciso’s Reinforcements — Establishment at
Darien—Nicuesa’s Misfortunes with his own Colony—
Nicuesa rejected by the Men of Darien . . .

BOOK VI

VASCO NUNEZ DE BALBOA

CHAPTER 1. Vasco Nuflez’s Dealings with the Neighbouring
Caciques—First Notice of the Pacific—Factions at Darien
—Vasco Nufiez resolves to discover the South Sea—
Succeeds in his Enterprize, and takes Possession of the
Pacific for the Kings of Castille—His Return to Darien .

CuAprTER II. The Government under Pedrarias, with the
various Expeditions undertaken by his Captains

CHAPTER III. The Fate of Vasco Nufiez . . .

164

175

193

220

236

260
289



CONTENTS xxxvii

BOOK VII

CUBA

CHAPTER I. Cuba Discovered by Columbus—Colonized under
Velazquez—Fate of the Cacique Hatuey— Expedition of
Narvaez and Las Casas—Massacre of Caonao and its
Consequences—Towns founded in Cuba by Velazquez

BOOK VIII

LAS CASAS A8 A COLONIST AND A REFORMER

CuapTeER I. The Conversion of Las Casas—Ilis Voyage to
Spain—The Death of King Ferdinand

CHAPTER II. Las Casas sees the Cardinal Ximenes—The
Administration of Indian Affairs by the Cardinal—
Appointment of the Jeronimites—Coming of Charles to
Spain—Death of Ximencs

3o7

321

341



»

[Y
.

LIST OF MAPS

PAGE
Map of the West Indies, Isthmus of Panama, and North-east
Coast of South America . . . . 20 face title
Portuguese Map of 1490 . . . . . 54
The original is in the British Museum. The break in the African
coast line shows, says an inscription on the map, the point reached by
the Portuguese in 1489.
Toscanelli’s Map of the Atlantic . . . . 58
Martin Behaim’s Globe of 1492 (western half) . . 88
Now preserved in the Town-Hall of Nuremberg. America is laid
down on this in outline on the plan adopted by Mr. Winsor and
Mr. Fiske, thus showing the ignorance of the extent of ocean
between Europe and Asia.
Western portion of La Cosa’s Map of 1500 . . . 124
See also Introduction.
Martin Waldseemiiller’s Map . . . . 212
From the Ptolemy of 1513, but the map is earlier.
Map assigned to 1518 . . . . . 258
Now in the Military Library at Weimar.
Gulf of Mexico, 1520 . . . . . . 258
Found by M. Fernandez de Navarrete in the Spanish Archives.
Schoner’s Globe of 1520 (western half) . . . 320
Preserved at Nuremberg.
The local maps as drawn for the first edition, and the arms of
Columbus . . . . . at end of volume

xxxviii



BOOK 1
PRINCE HENRY OF PORTUGAL

CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS—DISCOVERY OF THE CANARY ISLANDS
—BETHENCOURT—PORTUGUESE DISCOVERIES IN AFRICA
UNDER PRINCE HENRY OF PORTUGAL

THE history of almost every nation tells of some great

transaction peculiar to that nation, something which
aptly illustrates the particular characteristics of the people,
and proclaims, as we may say, the part in human nature
which that nation was to explain and render visible. In
English history, the contest between the Crown and the
Parliament ; in that of France, the French Revolution ; in
that of Germsny, the religious wars, are such transactions.
All nations of the same standing have portions of their
several histories much alike. There are border wars,
intestine divisions, contests about the succession to the
throne, uprisings against favourites, in respect of which,
if only different names be applied to the account of one
and the same transaction, it will serve very well for the
history of various nations, and nobody would feel any
strangeness or irrelevancy in the story, whether it were
told of France, England, Germany, or Spain. Carrying on
this idea to the history of our system, if the other worlds
around us are peopled with beings not essentially unlike
ourselves, there may Lz amongst them many Alexanders,
Ceesars, and Napoleons: the ordinary routine of conquest
may be commonplace enough in many planets. And thus
the thing most worthy to be noticed in the records of our
Earth may be its commercial slavery and its slave trade.
For we may hope, though the difference be to our shame,
that they have not had these calamities elsewhere.

A
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The peculiar phase of slavery that will be brought for-
ward in this history is not the first and most natural one,
in which the slave was merely the captive in war, «the
fruit of the spear,” as he has figuratively been called, who
lived in the house of his conqueror, and laboured at his
lands. This system culminated amongst the Romans; par-
took of the fortunes of the Empire ; was gradually modified
by Christianity and advancing civilization; declined by
slow and almost imperceptible degrees into serfage and
vassalage ; and was extinct, or nearly so, when the second
great period of slavery suddenly uprose. This second
period was marked by a commercial character. The slave
was no longer an accident of war. He had become the ob-
ject of war. He was no longer a mere accidental subject
of barter. He was to be sought for, to be hunted out, to
be produced; and this change accordingly gave rise to a
new branch of commerce. Slavery became at once a much
more momentous question than it ever had been; and
thenceforth, indeed, claims for itself a history of its own.

Black against mankind, and almost unaccountably mean
and cruel as much of this history is, still it is not without
a phase of true valour and noble endeavour, which may
compensate a little for the deep darkness on the other
side. The history of slavery is not merely an account of
commercial greediness and reckless cruelty carried to the
uttermost, but it embodies the efforts of the greatest men
of many periods ; displays in the fullest light their errors,
their disputations, their bewilderments; partakes largely
of the nice questions canvassed by ecclesiastics; is com-
bined with the intrigues of courts and cabinets; and,
alas! is borne on the winds by the resolute daring of
hardy mariners and far-seeing discoverers—men who
should have been foremost in the attack upon all mean
cruelty, and some of whom thought that they were so.
Again, in the history of slavery, if it could be well
worked out, lie the means of considering questions of
the first importance respecting colonization, agriculture,
social order, and government.

The remarkable persons connected with the history of
modern slavery are alone sufficient to give it some interest.
These are the members of the royal family of Portugal
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throughout the fifteenth century, with Prince Henry at
their head; then there are Ferdinand and Isabella,
Columbus, and the whole band of brave captains who
succeeded him in the discovery and conquest of Spanish
Anmerica ; there are Charles the Fifth, Ximenes, Las Casas,
Vieyra, and hosts of churchmen and statesmen from those
times down to the present.

Lastly, there is the fate of one continent, perhaps we
may say, of two, deeply concerned in the history of slavery.

The importance of the records in this matter is not to
be measured by the show they make, which is often poor
enough. There is many a small skirmish in the history of
slavery, which has had more effect upon the fortunes of
mankind than pitched battles have had between rival
nations contending apparently for universal empire. For
the result of any battle may almost be said to depend for
importance, not so much upon the measure of success
obtained by either side, nor certainly upon the original
object of the war, as upon the essential difference between
the contending parties, and upon the opinions they hold
of each other: greatly on the contempt, whether deserved
or not, which the victors have for the vanquished. Suppos-
ing, therefore, that one nation, or race, fails to appreciate
another which it wars successfully against, the result of
that war is likely to be larger, especially for evil, as the
misappreciation in question is greater. The consequences
of battle, whether between races or individuals, where
each knows the worth of the other, are seldom such as
to obliterate the fame and courage, or change the whole
social aspect of the vanquished party. But when Spar-
tan conquers Helot, barbarian Goth or Visigoth subdues
the polished Roman, or civilised man with his many im-
plements invades and oppresses the simple savage, then
come the cruelty and dire mismanagement which are born
of ignorance and want of sympathy. And thus, as in all
human affairs, we have to discover the righteousness that
there is in right understanding.?

1 ““Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment and
equity ; yea, every good path.

‘“ When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is
pleasant unto thy soul.”—Prov. c. 2, v. 9, I0. ’
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With all due appreciation, however, of the subject of
slavery, it must be confessed that it is one which, if
treated by itself alone, would lack dramatic interest for a
history. It has no single thread to run upon, like the
account of any man’s life, or the history of a nation. The
story of slavery is fragmentary and confused,—having a
different state of progress to deal with in different parts
of the world at the same time—and is deficient in distinct
epochs to be illustrated by great adventures. Moreover,
people think that they have already heard all about it;
but this, however, is not so.

It may, therefore, be allowed that the reader must bring
with him much of the interest which he would have to
maintain in studying the history of slavery, if considered
strictly by itself. Even then, however, it would not be
without that element of the sublime, which consists in
great extent, although of desolation. In looking over
a vast morass, unmarked by tower, or citadel, or town,
which the horizon descends upon but does not bound, the
shaping mind may discover more to think of than in the
landscape that laughs with every variety of scenic beauty.
And here, too, in this subject of slavery is one which,
were it ever so dull, presents at all times an indefinite
extent of human struggle and human suffering. Happily,
however, a subject so deeply and terribly connected with
humanity, and which demands the study of the historian,
has entwined itself with the most interesting events in
secular history ; and whenever these are truly and fully
told, it cannot but appear, even though it be sedulously
kept in the background.

My intention in this work is to make a contribution to
the general history of the second period of slavery, by
giving such an account of the origin and progress of
modern slavery, as will embrace the principal events which
led to the subjection of the Indians of the New World
and to the introduction of negro slavery in America and
the West Indies. The work will thus become, in great
part, a history of Spanish America; and, as such, will
track Columbus over seas hitherto unsounded by mortal
man, will follow the fortunes of Vasco Nufiez, Cortes, and
Pizarro; and, through the mother country—at that time
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the most important and menacing state in the world—
be intimately connected with the perplexed affairs of
European politics in the sixteenth century.!

Previously, however, to entering upon these interesting
times, the history of modern slavery must commence with
the history of African discovery; and the first great step
in that, was the discovery of the Canary Islands. These
were the * Elysian fields” and ¢ fortunate islands” of
antiquity. Perhaps there is no country in the world that
has been so many times discovered, conquered, and in-
vaded, or so much fabled about, as these islands. There
is scarcely a nation upon earth of any maritime repute
that has not had to do with them. Phcenicians, Cartha-
ginians, Romans, Moors, Genoese, Normans, Portuguese,
and Spaniards of every province (Arragonese, Castillians,
Gallicians, Biscayans, Andalucians) have all made their

1 [DON Josf ANTONIO SACO (Historia de la Esclavitud de la Raza
Africana en el Nuevo Mundo, Barcelona, 1879) considers it wrong to
suppose that the Portuguese explorers commenced the negro slave
traffic. He holds that it existed in Spain and Portugal throughout
the Middle Ages : ¢ The Saracenic domination in the Peninsula, with
the mercantile relations which were established between it and Africa,
brought negro slaves in abundance into Spain and Portugal many
centuries before the discoveries by the Portuguese on the west coast
of Africa. What these discoveries really did was to give a great
stimulus to the trade in negro slaves in the two nations, and to open
a direct traffic in them with the newly-discovered countries” (p. 26).
Don Antonio Saco’s opinion is supported by the fact that, for many
¥ears after the discovery of America, licences to export to the West

ndies black slaves born in Spain were frequently granted. That is to
say, they were Christians, the object of the Spanish monarchs being to
keep the settlements free from religious taint ; but if there were already
many black slaves born in Spain, it implies the presence of negroes in
that country at a much earlier time. The modern trade in negroes as
articles of commerce may be held to commence with the formation of
the Companies of Lagos and Argiiim in 1444 and 1448 respectively.
Between 1444 and 1460 these companies obtained 700 or 800 slaves a
year, many of whom were sold in Spain (0p. czt. p. 36). It will be
seen later how events bore down the opposition of Spanish statesmen
to the introduction of slave labour into the West Indies; but that
opposition was never based on any ethical grounds, but was due to the
fact that the blacks were heathens, and to the fear that, coming of
shrewder races and being better fighters than the Indians, they would
combine with them to endanger Spanish supremacy. ]}
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appearance in these islands.! The Carthaginians are said
to have discovered them, and to have reserved them as
an asylum in case of extreme danger to the state. Sertorius,
the Roman general, who partook the fallen fortunes of
Marius, is said to have meditated retreat to these “islands
of the blessed,” and by some writers is supposed to have
gone there. Juba, the Mauritanian prince, son of the
Juba celebrated by Sallust, sent ships to examine them,
and has left a description of them.?

Then came the death of empires; and darkness fell
upon the human race, at least upon the records of their
history. When the world revived, and especially when
the use of the loadstone began to be known amongst
mariners, the Canary Islands were again discovered. Pet-
rarch is referred to by Viera to prove that the Genoese
sent out an expedition to these islands.3 Las Casas men-
tions that an English or French vessel bound from France
or England to Spain was driven by contrary winds to the
Canary Islands, and on its return spread abroad in France
an account of the voyage.# The information thus obtained

1 VIERA Y CLAVIGO. Historia General de las Islas de Canaria,
Madrid, 1772, lib. 3.

2 VIERA, lib. 1, sec. 18.

3 PETRARCA, de Vitd Solitarid, lib. 2, sec. 6, cap. 3.

¢ Las Casas, Historia General de las Indias. The original of this
work is to be found in the library of the Royal Academy of History at
Madrid. Four or five copies have been taken, of which the author
possesses one. It is a work of the highest historical value, as Las
Casas saw with his own eyes, and was himself engaged in, many
of the transactions which he narrates; and, moreover, he had taken
care to collect contemporary documents, relating to important events,
which have since perished.

The course of the narrative is often broken by outbursts of generous
indignation at the treatment of the Indians, or by laborious trains
of argument to prove that they were free men. These parts, therefore,
of the history, which were very fitly addressed to the reader of his own
time, have ceased to interest the modern reader, who is generally too
much disposed to agree with Las Casas, to care to listen to his
arguments or his denunciations. Occasionally, as will be seen, the
narrative is admirable, sparkling with the vivacity and intelligence of
the writer, and adequately expressing the deep concern which he took
in his subject. Indeed, his history is in great part his autobiography.

It would be surprising that a work of such value should not have
been printed, but for the fact that Herrera, the royal historiographer of
the Indies in the seventeenth century, has made the greatest use of Las
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(or perhaps in other ways of which there is no record)
stimulated Don Luis de la Cerda, Count of Clermont,
great grandson of Don Alonzo the Wise of Castille, to
seek for the investiture of the Crown of the Canaries,
which was given to him with much pomp by Clement
the Sixth, at Avignon, A.p. 1344, Petrarch being present.!
This sceptre proved a barren one. The affairs of France,
with which state the new king of the Canaries was con-
nected, drew off his attention ; and he died without having
visited his dominions. The next authentic information
that we have of the Canary Islands is that, in the times
of Don Juan the First of Castille, and of Don Enrique,
his son, these islands were much visited by the Spaniards.2
In 1899, we are told that certain Andalucians, Biscayans,
Guipuzcoans, with the consent of Don Enrique, fitted out
an expedition of five vessels, and making a descent on the
island of Lanzarote, one of the Canaries, took captive the
king and queen, and one hundred and seventy of the
islanders,?

Hitherto, there had been nothing but discoveries, re-
discoveries, and invasions of these islands; but, at last,
a colonist appears upon the scene. This was Juan de
Béthencourt, a great Norman baron, lord of St Martin le
Gaillard in the county of Eu, of Béthencourt, of Granville,
of Sangerre, and other places in Normandy, and chamber-
lain to Charles the Sixth of France. Those who are at
all familiar with the history of that period, and with the
mean and cowardly barbarity which characterized the long
continued contests between the rival factions of Orleans
and Burgundy, may well imagine that any Frenchman
would then be very glad to find a career in some other
country. Whatever was the motive of Juan de Béthen-

Casas, weaving in long extracts from the ZHistoria General, taken
almost verbatim.

[Since Sir Arthur Helps wrote the foregoing, the great history of
Las Casas has been printed as volumes 62, 63, 64, 65, and 66 of the
Coleccion de Documentos Ineditos para la Historia de Espasia, for the
years 1875-6. Therefore, throughout the work, the references will be
to the volumes and pages of that edition. ]

1 VIERA, lib. 1, sec. 21.

% ORTIZ DE ZUNIGA, Annales A.D. 1399, p- 262,

8 ViERa, lib. 3, sec. 25,
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court, he carried out his purpose in the most resolute
manner. Leaving his young wife, and selling part of his
estate, he embarked at Rochelle in 1402 with men and
means for the purpose of conquering, and establishing him-
self in, the Canary Islands. It is not requisite to give a
minute description of this expedition. Suffice it to say,
that Béthencourt met with fully the usual difficulties, dis-
tresses, treacheries, and disasters that attach themselves to
this race of enterprizing men. After his arrival at the
Canaries, finding his means insufficient, he repaired to the
court of Castille, did acts of homage to the king, Enrique
the Third, and afterwards renewed them to his son Juan
the Second, thereby much strengthening the claim which
the Spanish monarchs already made to the dominion of
these islands.! Béthencourt, returning to the islands with
renewed resources, made himself master of the greater

rt of them, reduced several of the natives to slavery, in-
troduced the Christian faith, built churches, and established
vassalage. On the occasion of quitting his colony in a.p.
1405, he called all his vassals together, and represented to
them that he had named for his lieutenant and governor
Maciot de Béthencourt his relation; that he himself was
going to Spain and to Rome to seek for a bishop for them ;
and he concluded his oration with these words:—¢« My
loved vassals, great or small, plebeians or nobles, if you
have anything to ask me or to inform me of, if you find
in my conduct anything to complain of, do not fear to
speak, I desire to do favour and justice to all the world.” 2

The assembly he was addressing contained none of the
slaves he had made. We are told, however, and that by
eye-witnesses, that the poor natives themselves bitterly re-
gretted his departure, and, wading through the water,
followed his vessel as far as they could. After his visit to
Spain and to Rome, he returned to his paternal domains
in Normandy, where, while meditating another voyage to
his colony, he died a.n. 1425,

Maciot de Béthencourt ruled for some time successfully ;
but, afterwards, falling into disputes with the bishop, and
his affairs generally not prospering, Maciot sold his rights

! [His uncle, Robert de Braquemont, was in the service of Castille.]
? VIERA, lib. 4, sec. 20.
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to Prince Henry of Portugal,—also, as it strangely appears,
to another person—and afterwards settled in Madeira.
The claims to the government of the Canaries were, for
'many years, in a most entangled state; and the right to
the sovereignty over these islands was a constant ground
of dispute between the crowns of Spain and Portugal.’

Thus ended the enterprise of Juan de Béthencourt,
which, though it cannot be said to have led to any very
large or lasting results, yet, as it was the first modern
attempt of the kind, deserves to be chronicled before com-
mencing with Prince Henry of Portugal’s long continued
and connected efforts in the same direction. The events
also which preceded and accompanied Béthencourt’s enter-
prize need to be recorded, in order to show the part which
many nations, especially the Spaniards, had in the first
discoveries on the Coast of Africa.

We now turn to the history of the discoveries made, or
rather caused to be made, by Prince Henry of Portugal.
This Prince was born in 1394. He was the third son of
John the First of Portugal and Philippa the daughter of
John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster. That good Planta-
genet blood on the mother's side was, doubtless, not
without avail to a man whose life was to be spent in
continuous and insatiate efforts to work out a great idea.
Prince Henry was with his father at the memorable
capture of Ceuta, the ancient Septem, in the year 1415.
This town, which lies opposite to Gibraltar, was of great
magnificence, and one of the principal marts in that age
for the productions of the Eastern World.2 It was here
that the Portuguese nation first planted a firm foot in
Africa; and the date of this town’s capture may, perhaps,
be taken as that from which Prince Henry began to
meditate further and far greater conquests. His aims,
however, were directed to a point long beyond the range
of the mere conquering soldier. He was especially learned,
for that age of the world, being skilled in mathematical

1 [Portu%ul did not completely admit the claim of Castille until 1479.]

% ¢ All Europe regarded Ceuta as a treasury of the precious pro-
ducts of the East, where was obtained the valuable merchandise

brought not only from Alexandria and Damascus, but from Lybia and
Egypt.”~ Vida do Infante, Lisbon, 1758, p. 26.
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and geographical knowledge. And it may be noticed
here, that the greatest geographical discoveries have been
made by men conversant with the book knowledge of
their time. A work, for instance, often seen in the hands
of Columbus, which his son mentions as having had much
influence with him, was the learned treatise of Cardinal
Petro de Aliaco (Pierre d’Ailly), the Imago Munds.

But, to return to Prince Henry of Portugal. We learn
that he had conversed much with those who had made
voyages in different parts of the world, and particularly
with Moors from Fez and Morocco, so that he came to
hear of the Azenegues, a people bordering on the country
of the negroes of Jalof.

Such was the scanty information of a positive kind
which the Prince had to guide his endeavours. Then
there were the suggestions and the inducements which
to a willing mind were to be found in the shrewd con-
jectures of learned men, the fables of chivalry, and,
perhaps, in the confused records of forgotten knowledge
once possessed by Arabic geographers. The story of
Prester John, which had spread over Europe since the
crusades, was well known to the Portuguese Prince. A
mysterious voyage of a certain wandering saint, called
Saint Brendan, was not without its influence upon an
enthusiastic mind. Moreover, there were many sound
motives urging the Prince to maritime discovery: amongst
which, a desire to fathom the power of the Moors, a
wish to find a new outlet for traffic, and a longing to
spread the blessings of the Faith, may be enumerated.
The especial reason which impelled Prince Henry to
take the burden of discovery on himself was, that neither
mariner nor merchant would be likely to adopt an enter-
prise in which there was no clear hope of profitl It
belonged, therefore, to great men and princes; and
amongst such, he knew of no one but himself who was
inclined to it. This was not an uncommon motive. A

1 ¢ And because the said Prince wished to know the truth of this,
since it appeared that if he or some other Prince did not try to gain
that knowledge no mariners or merchants would everattempt it, because
clearly they would never trouble to navigate to regions where there was
not certain hope of profit.”—AzZURARA, Chronica de Guiné, cap. 7.
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man sees something that ought to be done, knows of
no one who will do it but himself, and so is driven to
the enterprize, even should it be repugnant to him.
And now the first thing for those to do, who would
thoroughly understand the records of maritime discovery,
is the same as it was for Prince Henry, in which we
may be sure he was not remiss; namely, to study our
maps and charts. Without frequent reference to maps,
a narrative like the present forms in our mind only a
mirage of names and dates and facts; is wrongly appre-
hended even while we are regarding it ; and soon vanishes
away. The map of the world being before us, let us
reduce it to the proportions it filled in Prince Henry’s
time: let us look at our infant world. First, take away
those two continents, for so we may almost call them,
each much larger than a Europe, to the far West. Then
cancel that square massive-looking piece to the extreme
South-East; happily there are no penal settlements
there yet.! Then turn to Africa: instead of that form
of inverted cone which it presents, and which we now
know there are physical reasons for its presenting, make
a scimitar shape of it, by running a slightly curved line
from Juba on the eastern side to Cape Nam on the
western. Declare all below that line unknown. Hitherto,
we have only been doing the work of destruction; but
now scatter emblems of Hippogriffs and Anthropophagi
on the outskirts of what is left in the map, obeying a
maxim, not confined to the ancient geographers only :—
where you know nothing, place terrors. Looking at the
map thus completed, we can hardly help thinking to
ourselves with a smile, what a small space, comparatively
speaking, the known history of the world bhas been
transacted in, up to the last four hundred years. The
idea of the universality of the Roman dominion shrinks
a little; and we begin to tancy that Ovid might have
escaped his tyrant.2 The ascertained confines of the

! This was written before gold was discovered in Australia; and
when penal settlements were the most notable things in the colony.

 ““But the empire of the Romans filled the world ; and when that
em(rlre fell into the hands of a single person, the world became a safe
and dreary prison for his enemies. The slave of imperial despotism,
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world were now, however, to be more than doubled in
the course of one century; and to Prince Henry of
Portugal, as to the first promoter of these vast discoveries,
our attention must be directed.

This Prince having once the well-grounded idea in his
mind, that Africa did not end where it was commonly
supposed, namely, at Cape Nam (Not), but that there
was a world beyond that forbidding negative, seems
never to have rested until he had made known that
quarter of the globe to his own. He fixed his abode
upon the promontory of Sagres, at the southern part of
Portugal, whence, for many a year, he could watch for
the rising specks of white sail bringing back his captains
to tell him of new countries and new men!l We may
wonder that he never went himself; but he may have
thought that he served the cause better by remaining
at home and forming a centre whence the electric energy
of enterprize was communicated to many discoverers,
and then again collected from them. Moreover, he was
much engaged in the public affairs of his country. In
the course of his life he was three times in Africa,
carrying on war against the Moors; and, at home, besides
the care and trouble which the state of the Portuguese
court and government must have given him, he was
occupied in promoting science and encouraging education.

In 1415, as before noticed, he was at Ceuta. In 1418,
he was settled on the promontory of Sagres. One night
in that year he is thought to have had a dream of promise,
for on the ensuing morning, he suddenly ordered two
vessels to be got ready forthwith, and to be placed under
the command of two gentlemen of his household, Joham
whether he was condemned to drag his gilded chain in Rome and the
Senate, or to wear out a life of exile on the barren rocks of Seriphus,
or the frozen banks of the Danube, expected his fate in silent despair.
To resist was fatal, and it was impossible to fly. On every side he
was encompassed with a vast extent of sea and land, which he could
never hope to traverse without being discovered, seized, and restored
:ii ‘t]iis irritated master.”—GIBBON’s Decline and Fall, i, p. 97, Oxford

on.

! [He built a palace, church, and observatory there ; the neighbouring
town of Lagos became a thriving seaport under the stimulus of Prince

Henry’s expeditions.  There is a plan of the promontory of Sagres, or
Cape St Vincent, in R. H. MAjoR’s Prince Henry the Navigator.)
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Gongalvez Zarco and Tristam Vaz, whom he ordered to
proceed down the Barbary coast on a voyage of discovery.
A contemporary chronicler, Azurara, whose work! has
recently been discovered and published, tells the story
more simply, and merely states that these captains were
young men, who, after the ending of the Ceuta campaign,
were as eager for employment as the Prince for discovery ;
and that they were ordered on a voyage having for its
object the general molestation of the Moors, as well as
that of making discoveries beyond Cape Nam. The
Portuguese mariners had a proverb about this cape, ¢ He
who would pass Cape Not, either will return, or not”
(Quem passar o Cabo de Nam, ou tornard ou mam), intimat-
ing that if he did not turn before passing the Cape, he
would never return at all. On the present occasion it
was not destined to be passed; for these captains Joham
Gongalvez Zarco and Tristam Vaz, were driven out of
their course by storms, and accidentally discovered a little
island, where they took refuge, and from that circumstance
called the island Porto Santo. ¢ They found there a race of
people living in no settled polity, but not altogether bar-
barous or savage, and possessing a kindly and most fertile
soil.” 2 I give this description of the first land discovered
by Prince Henry’s captains, thinking it would well apply
to many other lands about to be found out by his captains
and by other discoverers. Joham Gongalvez Zarco and
Tristam Vaz returned. Their master was delighted with
the news they brought him, more on account of its
promise than its substance. In the same year? he sent
them out again, together with a third captain, named

! This authentic and most valuable record was discovered in the
Bibliothdque Impériale at Paris, by Senhor Fernando Denis in 1837
was published by the Portuguese ambassador, the Visconde da Carreira,
who transcribed the MS. with his own hand ; and was annotated by
the learned Visconde da Santarem. It is a book well worth the care
that has been bestowed upon it, as being ‘“ The first book written by
an European author on the countries situated on the west coast
of Africa, beyond Cape Bojador.” [There is now an English transla-
tion issued by the Hakluyt Society.]

? FARIA Y SOUSA, Asia Portuguesa, Lisbon, 1666, tom. 1, part 1,

cap. L
3 [In 1418.]
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Bartholomew Perestrelo, assigning a ship to each captain.
His object was not only to discover more lands, but also
to improve those which had been discovered. He sent,
therefore, various seeds and animals to Porto Santo. This
seems to have been a man worthy to direct discovery.
Unfortunately, however, amongst the animals some rabbits
were introduced into the new island ; and they conquered
it, not for the Prince, but for themselves. Hereafter, we
shall find that they gave his people much trouble, and
caused no little reproach to him.

We come now to the year 1419. Perestrelo, for some
cause not known, returned to Portugal at that time.
After his departure, Joham Gongalvez Zarco and Tristam
Vaz, seeing from Porto Santo something that seemed like
a cloud, but yet different (the origin of so much discovery,
noting the difference in the likeness), built two boats, and,
making for this cloud, soon found themselves alongside a
beautiful island, abounding in many things, but most of
all in trees, on which account they gave it the name of
Madeira (wood).! The two discoverers, Joham Gongalvez
Zarco and Tristam Vaz, entered the island at different

rts. The prince, their master, afterwards rewarded
them with the captaincies of those parts. To Perestrelo
he gave the island of Porto Santo, to colonize it.
Perestrelo, however, did not make much of his captaincy,
but after a strenuous contest with the rabbits, having
killed an army of them, died himself. This captain has
a place in history as being the father-in-law of Columbus,?
who, indeed, lived at Porto Santo for some time, and here,
on new-found land, meditated far bolder discoveries.

Joham Gongalvez Zarco and Tristam Vaz began the
cultivation of their island of Madeira, but met with an
untoward event at first. In clearing the wood, they
kindled a fire amongst it, which burned for seven years,

1 [In 1420; Sir Arthur Helps ignores the romantic story of Robert
Machin’s elopement with a lady some time during the reign of Edward
IIL., and their arrival at Madeira instead of a French port after driving
at random before a storm. Mr Major and Mr Beazley both think that
the Portuguese obtained the information indirectly through the sur-
vivors. See also W. L. CLOWES, History of the Royal Nawy, i, p. 317,
sec. Voyages and Discoveries, by H. W. WILSON. ]

% [See post, p. 56.]
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we are told; and in the end, that which had given its
name to the island, and which, in the words of the
historian, over-shadowed the whole land, became the most
deficient commodity. The captains founded churches in
the island ; and the King of Portugal, Dom Duarte, gave
the temporalities to Prince Henry, and all the spiritualities
to the knights of Christ,

While these things were occurring at Madeira and at
Porto Santo, Prince Henry had been prosecuting his
general scheme of discovery, sending out two or three
vessels each year, with oiders to go down the coast from
Cape Nam, and make what discoveries they could; but
these did not amount to much, for the captains never
advanced beyond Cape Bojador, which is situated seventy
leagues to the south of Cape Nam. This Cape Bojador
was formidable in itself, being terminated by a ridge of
rocks with fierce currents running round them; but was
much more formidable from the fancies which the
mariners had formed of the sea and land beyond it. It
is clear,” they were wont to say, “that beyond this
cape there is no people whatever; the land is as bare as
Libya,—no water, no trees, no grass in it; the sea so
shallow that at a league from the land it is only a fathom
deep; the currents so fierce, that the ship which passes
that cape will never return” ;! and thus their theories
were brought in to justify their fears.

This outstretcher (for such is the meaning of the word
Bojador) was therefore as a bar drawn across that ad-
vance in maritime discovery, which had for so long a
time been the first object of Prince Henry’s life.

The Prince had now been working at his discoveries
for twelve years, with little approbation from the gener-
ality of persons (con poca aprovacion de muchos), the dis-
covery of these islands, Porto Santo and Madeira, serving
to whet his appetite for further enterprize, but not
winning the common voice in favour of prosecuting
discoveries on the coast of Africa. The people at home,
improving upon the reports of the sailors, said that “the
land which the Prince sought after, was merely some
sandy place like the deserts of Libya; that princes had

! AZURARA, Paris, 1841, cap. 8.
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possessed the empire of the world, and yet had not under-
taken such designs as his, nor shown such anxiety to find
new kingdoms ; that the men who arrived in these foreign
parts (if they did arrive) turned from white into black
men ; that the King Don John, the Prince’s father, had
endowed foreigners with land in his kingdom, to break it
up and cultivate it—a thing very different from taking the
people out of Portugal, which had need of them, to bring
them amongst savages to be eaten, and to place them upon
lands of which the mother-country had no need ; that the
Author of the world had provided these islands solely for
the habitation of wild beasts, of which an additional proof
was, that those rabbits the discoverers themselves had
introduced were now dispossessing them of the island.”?

There is much here of the usual captiousness to be
found in the criticism of bystanders upon action, mixed
with a great deal of false assertion and premature know-
ledge of the ways of Providence. Still it were to be
wished that most criticism upon action was as wise; for
that part of the common talk which spoke of keeping
their own population to bring out their own resources, had
a wisdom in it, which the men of future centuries were
yet to discover throughout the Peninsula.

Prince Henry, as may be seen by his perseverance up to
this time, was not a man to have his purposes diverted by
such criticism, much of which must have been in his eyes
worthless and inconsequent in the extreme. Nevertheless,
he had his own misgivings. His captains came back one
after another with no good tidings of discovery, but with
petty plunder gained, as they returned, from incursions on
the Moorish coast. The Prince concealed from them his
chagrin at the fruitless nature of their attempts ; but prob-
ably did not feel it less on that account. He began to
think—Was it for him to hope to discover that land which
had been hidden from so many princes ? Still he felt with-
in himself the incitement of “a virtuous obstinacy,” which
would not let him rest. Would it not, he thought, be in-

! FARIA Y Sousa, tom. I, part I, cap. I. {Mr C. R. BEAZLEY
(Prince Henry the Navigator, Lond. 1895) traces all these terrible
stories to the Arab geographers who, quite as credulous as their Christian
confreres, possessed more lively imagination, ]
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gratitude to God who thus moved his mind to these
attempts, if he were to desist from his work, or be negli-
gent in it?! He resolved, therefore, to send out again
Gil Eannes, one of his household, who had been sent the
year before, but had returned, like the rest, having dis-
covered nothing. He had been driven to the Canary
Islands, and had seized upon some of the natives there,
whom he brought back. With this transaction the Prince
had shown himself dissatisfied; and Gil Eannes, now en-
trusted again with command, resolved to meet all dangers,
rather than to disappoint the wishes of his master. Before
his departure, the Prince called him aside and said, “ You
cannot meet with such peril that the hope of your reward
shall not be much greater; and in truth, I wonder what
imagination this is that you have all taken up—in a matter,
too, of so little certainty; for if these things which are
reported had any authority, however little, I would not
blame you so much. But you quote to me the opinions
of four mariners, who, as they were driven out of their
way to Flanders or to some other ports to which they
commonly navigated, had not, and could not have used,
the needle and the chart: but do you go, however, and
make your voyage without regard to their opinion, and,
by the grace of God, you will not bring out of it anything
but honour and profit.” 2

We may well imagine that these stirring words of the
Prince must have confirmed Gil Eannes in his resolve to
efface the stain of his former misadventure. And he suc-
ceeded in doing so; for he passed the dreaded Cape
Bojador—a great event in the history of African discovery,
and one that in that day was considered equal to a labour
of Hercules. Gil Eannes returned to a grateful and most
delighted master.8 He informed the Prince that he had
landed, and that the soil appeared to him unworked and
fruitful : and, like a prudent man, he could not only tell
of foreign plants, but had brought some of them home
with him in a barrel of the new-found earth,—plants much
like those which bear in Portugal the roses of Santa Maria.

1 BARROS, Lisbon, 1778, dec. 1, lib. 1, cap. 4.

3 AZURARA, cap. 9.

® [In 1434. There had been voyages, but no discoveries since 1420.]

B



18 SPANISH CONQUEST IN AMERICA

The Prince rejoiced to see them, and gave thanks to God,
“ag if they had been the fruit and sign of the promised
land; and besought our Lady, whose name the plants
bore, that she would guide and set forth the doings in this
discovery to the praise and glory of God, and to the in-
crease of His holy faith.”!

The pious wish expressed above is the first of the kind
that we have occasion to notice in this history ; but similar
wishes seem to have been predominant in the minds of
the greatest discoverers and promoters of discovery in
those times. I believe this desire of theirs to have been
thoroughly genuine and deep-seated ; and, in fact, that
the discoveries would not have been made at that period
but for the impulse given to them by the most pious
minds longing to promote, by all means in their power,
the spread of what to them was the only true and saving
faith. There is much to blame in the conduct of the first
discoverers in Africa and America ; it is, however, but just
to acknowledge, that the love of gold was not by any
means the only motive which urged them, or which could
have urged them, to such endeavours as theirs. We shall
more readily admit the above conclusion, if we keep in
our minds the views then universally entertained of the
merits and efficacy of mere formal communion with the
Church, and the fatal consequences of not being within
that communion. A man so enlightened as Las Casas
scorns to be bound by passages brought against him in
argument from the works of heathen writers, men who
are now living in hell, as he says: and Columbus, in giving
an account of his third voyage to the Catholic sovereigns,
says, that in temporal matters he has only a “blanca”
for the offertory, and that in spiritual matters he is so
apart from the holy sacraments of the holy Church, that
if he were to die where he is, his soul would be forgotten
(que se olvidard desta dnima si se aparta acd del cuerpo),
“Weep for me,” he adds, “ye that are charitable, true,
or just.”

And doubtless, in the minds of the common people,
1 BARROS, dec. I, lib. I, cap. 4. AZURARA, cap. 9.
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the advantage of this communion with the Church stood
at the highest. This will go a long way to explain the
wonderful inconsistency, as it seems to us, of the most
cruel men appealing to their good works as promoters of
the faith. And the maintenance of such church principles
will altogether account for the strange oversights which
pure and high minds have made in the means of carry-
ing out those principles, fascinated as they were by the
brilliancy and magnitude of the main object they had
in view.

The old world had now obtained a glimpse beyond Cape
Bojador. The fearful “outstretcher”” had no longer much
interest for them, being a thing that was overcome, and
which was to descend from an impossibility to a landmark,
from which, by degrees, they would almost silently steal
down the coast, counting their miles by thousands, until
Vasco de Gama should boldly carry them round to India.

After the passing of Cape Bojador there was a lull in
Portuguese Discovery, the period from 1434 to 1441 being
spent in enterprizes of very little distinctness or import-
ance. Indeed, during the latter part of this period, the
Prince was fully occupied with the affairs of Portugal.
In 1487 he accompanied the unfortunate expedition to
Tangier, in which his brother Ferdinand was taken
prisoner, who afterwards ended his days in slavery to
the Moor. In 1438, King Duarte dying, the troubles of
the regency occupied Prince Henry’s attention. In 1441,
however, there was a voyage which led to very important
consequences. In that year Antonio Gongalvez, master
of the robes to Prince Henry, was sent out with a vessel
to load it with skins of ‘sea-wolves,” a number of them
having been seen, during a former voyage,in the mouth
of a river about fifty-four leagues beyond Cape Bojador.
Gongalvez resolved to signalize his voyage by a feat that
should gratify his master more than the capture of sea-
wolves; and he accordingly planned and executed suc-
cessfully an expedition for capturing some Azeneghi
Moors, in order, as he told his companions, to take home
‘“some of the language of that country.” Nufio Tristam,
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another of Prince Henry’s captains, afterwards falling in
with Gongalvez, a further capture of Moors was made, and
Gongalvez returned to Portugal with his spoil.

In the same year, Prince Henry applied to Pope Eugenius
the Fourth, praying that his Holiness would grant to the
Portuguese crown all that it should conquer, from Cape
Bojador to the Indies, together with plenary indulgence
for those who should die while engaged in such conquests.
The Pope granted these requests. “And now,” says a
Portuguese historian, ‘“with this apostolic grace, with
the breath of royal favour, and already with the applause
of the people, the Prince pursued his purpose with more
courage and with greater outlay.”1

In 1442, the Moors whom Antonio Gongalvez had
captured in the previous year, promised to give black
slaves in ransom for themselves, if he would take them
back to their own country; and the Prince, approving of
this, ordered Gongalvez to set sail immediately, “insisting
as the foundation of the matter, that if Gongalvez should
not be able to obtain so many negroes (as had been
mentioned) in exchange for the three Moors, yet that he
should take them; for whatever number he should get,
he would gain souls, because they (the negroes) might be
converted to the faith, which could not be managed with
the Moors.”? Here again may be seen the religious
motive predominating: and, indeed, the same motive may
be deduced from numerous passages in which this Prince’s
conduct comes before us.

Gongalvez obtained ten black slaves, some gold dust,
a target of buffalo hide, and some ostriches’ eggs, in ex-
change for two of the Moors, and, returning with his
cargo, excited general wonderment on account of the
colour of the slaves.? These, then, we may presume,
were the first black slaves that made their appearance in
the Peninsula since the extinction of the old slavery.

I am not ignorant that there are reasons for alleging

! FARIA Y SOUSA, tom. 1, part 1, cap. 1. [His brother, the Regent
Dom Pedro, also granted Prince Henry the royal fifth of the profits
from these expeditions. ]

2 BARROS, dec. I, lib. 1, cap. 7.

3 FARIA Y SOUSA, tom. I, part I, cap. L.
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that negroes had before this era been seized and carried
to Seville. The Ecclesiasiical and Secular Annals of that
city, under the date 1474, record that negro slaves
abounded there, and that the fifths levied on them pro-
duced considerable gains to the royal revenue; it is also
mentioned that there had been traffic of this kind in
the days of Don Enrique the Third, about 1399, but that
it had since then fallen into the hands of the Portuguese.
The chronicler states that the negroes of Seville were
treated very kindly from the time of King Enrique, being
allowed to keep their dances and festivals; and that one
of them was named “mayoral” of the rest, who protected
them against their masters, and before the courts of law,
and also settled their own private quarrels. There is a
letter from Ferdinand and Isabella in the year 1474, to
a celebrated negro, Juan de Valladolid, commonly called
the “Negro Count” (el Conde Negro), nominating him
to this office of “mayoral of the negroes,” which runs
thus:—“ For the many good, loyal, and signal services
which you have done us, and do each day, and because
we know your sufficiency, ability, and good disposition,
we constitute you mayoral and judge of all the negroes and
mulattoes, free or slaves, which are in the very loyal and
noble city of Seville, and throughout the whole Archbishop-
ric thereof, and that the said negroes and mulattoes may
not hold any festivals, nor pleadings amongst themselves,
except before you Juan de Valladolid, negro, our judge
and mayoral of the said negroes and mulattoes; and we
command that you, and you only, should take cognisance
of the disputes, pleadings, marriages and other things
which may take place amongst them, forasmuch as you
are a person sufficient for that office, and deserving of your
power, and you know the laws and ordinances which ought
to be kept, and we are informed that you are of noble
lineage amongst the said negroes.” !

But the above merely shows that in the year 1474 there
were many negroes in Seville, and that laws and ordinances
had been made about them. These negroes might all,
however, have been imported into Seville since the

! OrTIZ DR ZURIGA, Annales Eclesidsticos y Seculares de Sevilla,
p. 374. Madrid, 1677.
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Portuguese discoveries. True it is, that in the times
of Don Enrique the Third, and during Béthencourt’s
occupation of the Canary Islands, slaves from thence had
been brought to France and Spain; but these islanders
were not negroes, and it certainly may be doubted
whether any negroes were imported into Seville previous
to 1443.1

Returning to the course of Portuguese affairs, an
historian of that nation informs us that the gold
obtained by Gongalvez “awakened, as it always does,
covetousness ' ;2 and there is no doubt that it proved
an important stimulus to further discovery. The next
year Nufio Tristam went further down the African coast;
and, off Adeget, one of the Arguim Islands, captured
eighty natives, whom he brought to Portugal. These,
however, were not negroes, but Azenegues.

The tide of popular opinion was now not merely turned,
but was rushing in full flow, in favour of Prince Henry and
his discoveries. The discoverers were found to come back
rich in slaves and other commodities; whereas it was
remembered that in former wars and undertakings,
those who had been engaged in them, had generally
returned in great distress. Strangers, too, now came
from afar, scenting the prey. A new mode of life, as
the Portuguese said, had been found out; and ¢ the
greater part of the kingdom was moved with a sudden
desire to follow this way to Guinea.”$

In 1444, a company was formed at Lagos, who received
permission from the Prince to undertake discovery along
the coast of Africa, paying him a certain portion of any
gains which they might make. This has been considered
as a company founded for carrying on the slave trade; but
the evidence is by no means sufficient to show that its
founders meant such to be its purpose. It might rather
be compared to an expedition sent out, as we should say
in modern times, with letters of marque, in which, however,
the prizes chiefly hoped for, were not ships, nor merchan-
dize, but men. The only thing of any moment, however,

1 [See note p. 5.] 2 FARIA Y SoUSA.
3 BARROs, dec. 1, lib. 1, cap.
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which the expedition accomplished, was to attack success-
fully the inhabitants of the islands Nar and Tider, and to
bring back about two hundred slaves.! I grieve to say
that there is no evidence of Prince Henry’s putting a
check to any of these proceedings; but, on the contrary,
it appears that he rewarded with large honours Lancarote,
one of the principal men of this expedition, and received
his own fifth of the slaves. Yet I have scarcely a doubt
that the words of the historian are substantially true—that
discovery, not gain, was still the Prince’s leading idea.?
We have an account from an eye-witness of the partition
of the slaves brought back by Lancarote,® which, as it is
the first transaction of the kind on record, is worthy of
notice, more especially as it may enable the reader to
understand the motives of the Prince, and of other men
of those times. Itis to be found in the Chronicle, before
referred to, of Azurara. The merciful chronicler is smitten
to the heart at the sorrow he witnesses, but still believes
it to be for good ; and that he must not let his mere earthly
commiseration get the better of his piety.

¢ O thou heavenly Father,” he exclaims, « who, with thy
powerful hand without movement of thy divine essence,
governest all the infinite company of thy holy city, and
who drawest together all the axles of the upper worlds,
divided into nine spheres, moving the times of their
long and short periods as it pleases thee! I implore
thee that my tears may not condemn my comnscience,
for not its law, but our common humanity constrains my
humanity to lament piteously the sufferings of the people
(slaves). And if the brute animals, with their mere
bestial sentiments, by a natural instinct, recognize the
misfortunes of their like, what must this my human

! BARROS does not say of what race these slaves were, but merely calls
them ‘“almas.” FARIA Y Sousa gives them the name of * Moors,” a
very elastic word. I imagine that they were Azenegues.

? ““Because one of the things that the Infante at that time had
chiefly before his eyes, and in which he could be best pleased and
served, was that of discovery, being a thing that he had established and
cherished with so much industry and at so much expense.”—BARROS,
dec. 1, lib. 1, cap. 8

® [“The voyage was a slave-chase from first to last,” says Mr
BrazLgy.]
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nature do, seeing thus before my eyes this wretched
company, remembering that I myself am of the genera-
tion of the sons of Adam! The other day, which was
the eighth of August, very early in the morning, by reason
of the heat, the mariners began to bring-to their vessels,
and, as they had been commanded, to draw forth those
captives to take them out of the vessel: whom, placed
together on that plain, it was a marvellous sight to behold,
for amongst them there were some of a reasonable degree
of whiteness, handsome and well made ; others less white,
resembling leopards in their colour; others as black as
Ethiopians, and so ill-formed, as well in their faces as
their bodies, that it seemed to the beholders as if they
saw the forms of a lower hemisphere. But what heart
was that, how hard soever, which was not pierced with
sorrow, seeing that company : for some had sunken cheeks,
and their faces bathed in tears, looking at each other;
others were groaning very dolorously, looking at the
heights of the heavens, fixing their eyes upon them,
crying out loudly, as if they were asking succour from the
Father of nature; others struck their faces with their
hands, throwing themselves on the earth; others made
their lamentations in songs, according to the customs of
their country, which, although we could not understand
their language, we saw corresponded well to the height
of their sorrow. But now, for the increase of their grief,
came those who had the charge of the distribution, and
they began to put them apart one from the other, in
order to equalize the portions; wherefore it was necessary
to part children and parents, husbands and wives, and
brethren from each other. Neither in the partitions of
friends and relations was any law kept, only each fell
where the lot took him. O powerful fortune! who goest
hither and thither with thy wheels, compassing the things
of the world as it pleaseth thee, if thou canst, place
before the eyes of this miserable nation some knowledge
of the things that are to come after them, that they may
receive some consolation in the midst of their great
sadness! and you others who have the business of this
partition, look with pity on such great misery, and con-
sider how can those be parted whom you cannot disunite.
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Who will be able to make this partition without great
difficulty ? for while they were placing in one part the
children that saw their parents in another, the children
sprang up perseveringly and fled to them; the mothers
enclosed their children in their arms and threw themselves
with them on the ground, receiving wounds with little
pity for their own flesh, so that their offspring might not
be torn from them! And so, with labour and difficulty,
they concluded the partition, for, besides the trouble
they had with the captives, the plain was full of people,
as well of the place as of the villages and neighbourhood
around, who in that day gave rest to their hands, the
mainstay of their livelihood, only to see this novelty.
And as they looked upon these things, some deploring,
some reasoning upon them, they made such a riotous
noise, as greatly to disturb those who had the manage-
ment of this distribution. The Infante was there upon
a powerful horse, accompanied by his people, looking out
his share, but as a man who for his part did not care
for gain, for, of the forty-six souls which fell to his fifth,
he speedily made his choice, as all his principal riches
were in his contentment, considering with great delight
the salvation of those souls which before were lost. And
certainly his thought was not vain, for as soon as they
had knowledge of our language, they readily became
Christians; and I, who have made this history in this
volume, have seen in the town of Lagos young men and
young women, the sons and grandsons of those very
captives, born in this land, as good and as true Christians
as if they had lineally descended, since the commence-
ment of the law of Christ, from those who were first
baptized.”!

The good Azurara wished that these captives might
have some foresight of the things to happen after their
death. I do not think, however, that it would have

1 AZURARA, cap. 25. I have not scrupled to give Azurara’s
description of this remarkable scene without abridgment ; and, indeed,
throughout this narrative I shall be obliged to quote largely. Many of
the works referred to are in manuscript. Several even of the printed ones
are of the highest rarity. In such a case it seems to be a service to

literature to quote as copiously from the original documents as can be
done without embarrassing the narrative, or encumbering the page.



26 SPANISH CONQUEST IN AMERICA

proved much consolation to them to have foreseen that
they were almost the first of many millions to be dealt
with as they had been; for, in this year, 1444, Europe
may be said to have made a distinct beginning in the
slave trade, henceforth to spread on all sides, like the
waves upon stirred water, and not, like them, to become
fainter and fainter as the circles widen.

In 1445, an expedition was fitted out by Prince Henry
himself, and the command given to Gonsalvo de Cintra,
who was unsuccessful in an attack on the natives near
Cape Blanco. He and some other of the principal men
of the expedition lost their lives. These were the first
Portuguese who died in battle on that coast. In the
same year, the Prince sent out three other vessels. The
captains received orders from the Infante, Dom Pedro,
who was then regent of Portugal, to enter the river d’Oro,
and make all endeavours to convert the natives to the
faith, and even, if they should not receive baptism, to
make peace and alliance with them. This did not succeed.
It is probable that the captains found negotiation of any
kind exceedingly tame and apparently profitless in com-
parison with the pleasant forays made by their prede-
cessors. The attempt, however, shows much intelligence
and humanity on the part of those in power in Portugal.
That the instructions were sincere, is proved by the fact
of this expedition returning with only one negro, gained
in ransom, and a Moor who came of his own accord to
see the Christian country.

This same year 1445, is signalized by a great event in
the progress of discovery along the African coast. Dinis
Dyaz, called by Barros and the historians who followed
him, Dinis Fernandez, sought employment from the
Infante, and being entrusted by him with the command
of a vessel, pushed boldly down the coast, and passed the
river Sanaga (Senegal) which divides the Azenegues
(whom the first discoverers always called Moors) from the
negroes of Jalof. The inhabitants were much astonished
at the presence of the Portuguese vessel on their coasts,
and at first took it for a fish, or a bird, or a phantasm;
but when in their rude boats (hollowed logs) they neared
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it, and saw that there were men in it, judiciously con-
cluding that it was a more dangerous thing than fish,
or bird, or phantasm, they fled. Dinis Fernandez, how-
ever, captured four of them off that coast, but as his
object was discovery, not slave hunting,’ he went on till
he discovered Cape Verde, and then returned to his
country, to be received with much honour and favour by
Prince Henry. These four negroes taken by Dinis Fer-
nandez, were the first taken in their own country by the
Portuguese.? That the Prince was still engaged in high
thoughts of discovery and conversion, we may conclude
from observing that he rewarded and honoured Dinis
Fernandez as much as if he had brought him large booty ;
for the Prince “thought little of whatever he could do
for those who came to him with these signs and tokens
of another greater hope which he entertained.”3

In this case, too, as in others, we should do great
injustice, if we supposed that Prince Henry had any of
the pleasure of a slave-dealer in obtaining these negroes:
it is far more probable that he valued them as persons
capable of furnishing intelligence, and, perhaps, of becom-
ing interpreters, for his future expeditions. Not that,
without these especial wmotives, he would have thought
it anything but great gain for a man to be made a slave,
if it were the means of bringing him into communion
with the Church.

After this, several expeditions, which did not lead to
much, occupied the Prince’s time till 1447. In that
year,* a fleet, large for those times, of fourteen vessels,
was fitted out at Lagos by the people there, and the
command given by Prince Henry to Lancarote. The
object seems to have been, from a speech that is recorded
of Lancarote’s, to make war upon the Azeneghi Moors, and
especially to take revenge for the defeat before mentioned
which Gonsalvo de Cintra suffered in 1445, near Cape

1 BARROs, dec. 1, lib. 1, cap. 9.

% ¢“These were the first to be taken by Christians in their own
land, and there is no chronicle or history that tells to the contrary.”—
AZURARA, cap. 31

8 BARROS, dec. 1, lib. 1, cap. 9.

¢ [1445. Only one Portuguese authority says 1447.]

8 [Twenty-seven vessels. ]
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Blanco. That purpose effected, Langarote went south-
wards, extending the discovery of the coast to the river
Gambia.? In the course of his proceedings on that
coast, we find again that Prince Henry’s instructions
insisted much upon the maintenance of peace with the
natives.? Another instance of the same disposition on his
part deserves to be especially recorded. The expedition
had been received in a friendly manner at Gomera, one of
the Canary Islands.® Notwithstanding this kind recep-
tion, some of the natives were taken prisoners. On their
being brought to Portugal, Prince Henry had them
clothed and afterwards set at liberty, in the place from
which they had been taken.*

This expedition under Lancarote had no great result.
The Portuguese went a little further down the coast than
they had ever been before, but they did not succeed in
making friends of the natives, who had already been
treated in a hostile manner by some Portuguese from
Madeira. Neither did the expedition make great spoil
of any kind. They had got into feuds with the natives,
and were preparing to attack them, when a storm dissipated
their fleet and caused them to return home.

It appears, I think, from the general course of proceed-
ings of the Portuguese in those times, that they considered
there was always war between them and the Azeneghi
Moors—that is, in the territory from Ceuta as far as the
Senegal River; but that they had no declared hostility
against the negroes of Jalof, or of any country further
South, though skirmishes would be sure to happen from
ill-understood attempts at friendship on the one side, and
just or needless fears on the other.

The last public enterprize of which Prince Henry had
the direction was worthy to close his administration of

1 [After attacking, defeating, and capturing the natives at Tider, the
expedition broke up; only six ships pursued the voyage southward.
One other, under the command of Alvaro Fernandez, continued
alone and reached the farthest point yet attained, midway between
Caepe Verde and the Gambia. ]

BARROS, dec. 1, lib. 1, cap. 13.

3 [These were three ships which deserted the fleet and made a
descent on the Canaries. ]

¢ FARIA Y SoUsa, tom. I, part I, cap. I.
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the affairs relating to Portuguese discovery. He caused
two ambassadors to be dispatched to the King of the Cape
Verde territory, to treat of peace, and to introduce the
Christian faith, One of the ambassadors, a Danish! gentle-
man, was treacherously killed by the natives, and upon
that the other returned, having accomplished nothing.?

Don Alfonso the Fifth, the nephew of Prince Henry,
now took the reins of government, and the future expedi-
tions along the coast of Africa proceeded in his name.
Still it does not appear that Prince Henry ceased to have

wer and influence in the management of African affairs;
and the first thing that the king did in them was, to
enact that no one should pass Cape Bojador without a
license from Prince Henry. Some time between 1448
and 1454 a fortress was built in one of the islands of
Arguim,® which islands had already become a place of
bargain for gold and negro slaves.* This was the first
Portuguese establishment on the coast of Africa. It seems
that a system of trade was now established between the
Portuguese and the negroes.®

Having come to an important point in the course of
Portuguese discovery, we may now make a pause, not
without some satisfaction at having got through a tedious
part of the narrative—a part chiefly marked by names,
dates, and bare events, which stand in the undiversified
story, like solitary post-houses in the ¢ Steppes” of Russia,
or the “ Landes” in France.

Admitting, however, to the full, any tediousness that

1 This employment of a foreigner, which is not the only instance,
seems to show that the Portuguese Prince cultivated good relations
with intelligent men of other countries,

2 [This occurred in 1448.]

3 [In 1448.]

4 ¢ Because the purchase of gold and negroes was carried on at the
Islands of Arguim, the king ordered the castle of that name to be
built on one of them, and that was the first one built in any of our
conquests.”—FARIA Y SoUsA, tom I, part I, cap. 2.

5 ¢¢ At this time commerce on the Guinea Coast was carried on
usually between us and the inhabitants of those parts; and both one
and the other communicated on matters of business in peace and friend-
ship, without ﬁghts, assaults, and robberies, which had not previously
been the case.”—BARROs, dec. 1, lib. 2, cap 2. See also AZURARA,

cap. 95.
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there may be in this account of early Portuguese discovery,
we ought not, I think, to consider it uninteresting. The
beginnings of great things—even if obscure, trivial, isolated;
without the details which bring reality into presence ; and
round which the hopes and the fortunes of men have not
yet gathered—still cannot be devoid of interest to any
thoughtful, forecasting mind. The traveller willingly dis-
mounts to see the streamlet which is the origin of a great
river: and the man of imagination (who is patient in re-
search because he is imaginative), as, in science, he labori-
ously follows with delight the tracks now hardened in the
sandstone of obscure birds which paddled over those buried
plains ages ago; so, in history, he will often find material
to meditate upon, and to observe, in slight notices which,
however, like the others, indicate much to him of bygone
times and wondrous changes.



CHAPTER 11

CA DA MOSTO'S VOYAGE — PRINCE HENRY’S DEATH — HI8
CHARACTER — FURTHER DISCOVERIES OF THE KINGS OF
PORTUGAL

AT the close of the preceding chapter it was intimated
that the narrative of these Portuguese Voyages is
rather uninviting. Could we recall, however, the voyagers
themselves, and listen to their story, we should find it
animating enough. Each enterprize, as we have it now,
with its few dry facts, seems a meagre affair; but it was
far otherwise to the men who were concerned in it. We
have seen that piety had a large part in these undertakings :
doubtless the love of adventure and the craving for novelty
had their influences also.! And what adventure it was! new
trees, new men, new animals, new stars, to be seen: no-
thing bounded, nothing trite; nothing which had the
bloom taken off it by much previous description! These
early voyagers, moreover, were like children coming out
to take their first gaze into the world, with ready credulity
and unlimited fancy, willing to believe in fairies and
demons, Amazons and “forms of a lower hemisphere,”
mystic islands, and fountains of perpetual youth.

Then, too, besides the hopes and fears of each in-
dividual of the crew, the conjoint enterprize had in it a
life to be lived, and a career to be worked out. It started
to do something: fulfilled its purpose, or at least some
purpose ; and then came back radiant with success—from

1 ¢They err who regard the Conquistadores as led only by a thirst
for gold, or even exclusively by religious fanaticism. Dangers always
exalt the poetry of life ; and moreover, the powerful age which we here
seek to depict in regard to its influence on the development of cosmical
ideas, gave to all enterprises, as well as to the impressions of nature
offered by distant voyages, the charm of novelty and surprise, which
begins to be wanting to our present more learned age in the many
regions of the earth which are now open to us.” — HUMBOLDT’S
Kosmos, Sabine’s translation, London, 1848, ii, p. 272.

3t
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that time forward to be a great fact in history. Or, on
the other hand, there was some small failure or mischance,
perhaps, early in the voyage: the sailors then began to
reckon up ill omens, and to say, that little good would
come of this business. Further on, some serious mis-
adventure happened which made them turn; or from the
mere lapse of time, they were obliged to bethink them-
selves of getting back. Safety, not renown nor profit,
now became their object; and their hope was at best
but the negative of some fear. Thereupon, no doubt,
ensued a good deal of recrimination amongst themselves;
for very few people are magnanimous enough to share
ill-success kindly together. Then, in the long dull
evenings of their voyage homewards, as they sat looking
on the waters, they thought what excuses and explanations
they would make to their friends at home, and how shame
and vexation would mingle with their joy at returning.

This transaction, teeming as it did with anxious life,
makes but a poor show in some chronicle—they sailed ;
and did something, or failed in doing, and then came
back ; and this was in such a year :—brief records, like the
entry in an almanack, or the few emphatic words on a
tombstone !

At the period, however, we are now entering upon, the
annals of maritime discovery are fortunately enriched by
the account of a voyager who could tell more of the details
of what he saw than we have hitherto heard from other
voyagers, and who was, himself, his own chronicler.

In 1454, Ca da Mosto, a young Venetian, who had
already gained some experience in voyaging, happened
to be on board a Venetian galley that was detained by
contrary winds at Cape St Vincent. Prince Henry was
then living close to the cape. He sent his secretary and
the Venetian consul on board the galley. They told of
the great things the Prince had done, showed samples
of the commodities that came from the lands discovered
by him (Madeira sugars, Dragon’s blood, and other
articles), and spoke of the gains made by Portuguese.
voyagers being as great as 700 or 1000 per cent. Ca da
Mosto expressed his wish to be employed, was informed
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of the terms that would be granted,! and heard that a
Venetian would be well received by the Prince, “ because
he was of opinion, that spices, and other rich merchandize,
might be found in these parts; and knew, that the
Venetians understood these Commodities better than any
other Nation.” 2

In fine, Ca da Mosto saw the Prince, and was evidently
much impressed by his noble bearing. He obtained his
wishes, and being furnished with a caravel, he embarked
his merchandize in it, and set off on a voyage of discovery.
There was now for the first time an intelligent man on
board one of these vessels, giving us his own account of
the voyage.

From Ca da Mosto the reader at once learns the state
of things with regard to the slave trade. The Portuguese
factory at Arguim was the headquarters of the trade.
Thither came all kinds of merchandize; and gold and
slaves were taken back in return. The € Arabs” of that
district (Moors, the Portuguese would have called them)
were the middle men in this affair. They took their
Barbary horses to the negro country, and “there bartered
with the great men for slaves,” getting from ten to
eighteen slaves for each horse. They also brought silks
of Granada and Tunis, and silver, in exchange for which
they received slaves and gold. These Arabs, or Moors,
had a place of trade of their own, called Hoden, behind
Cape Blanco. There the slaves were brought, “from
whence, Ca da Mosto says, they are sent to the mountains
of Barka, and from thence to Sicily; part of them are
also brought to Tunis, and along the coast of Barbary, and
the rest to Argin, and sold to the licensed Portuguese.
Every year between seven and eight hundred slaves are
sent from Argin to Portugal.” 8

“Before this trade was settled,” says Ca da Mosto,
“the Portuguese used to seize upon the Moors themselves

1 [The terms were that either the adventurer equipped a ship at his
own expense, and on his return paid the Prince one-fourth of the
produce of his voyage ; or the Prince undertook the whole expense of
equipment, receiving one-half of the produce. In the event of failure,
thg Ariﬂce b?re the whole loss. ]

STLEY’S Voyages, i, p. .

S Zhid i, p sy P 574

€
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(as appears occasionally from the evidence that has before
been referred to), and also the Azenegues who live further
towards the South; but now peace is restored to all, and
the Infante suffers no further damage to be done to these
people. He is in hopes, that by conversing with Christians,
they may easily be brought over to the Romish faith, as
they are not, as yet, well established in that of Mohammed;
of which they know nothing but by hearsay.” 1

No doubt the Prince’s good intentions were greatly
furthered by the convenience of this mode of trading.
In short, gain made for itself its usual convenient channels
to work in, and saved itself as much as it could the trouble
of discovery, or of marauding.

Ca da Mosto being, as was said before, the first modern
European visiting Africa who gives, himself, an account
of it, and being moreover apparently an honest and in-
telligent man, all that he narrates is most valuable. He
notices the difference of the people and the country on
the opposite sides of the Senegal river. On the northern
side he finds the men small, spare and tawny ; the country
arid and barren : on the southern side, the men ¢ exceeding
black, tall, corpulent and well made; the country green
and full of green trees.” This latter is the country of
Jalof, the same that Prince Henry first heard of in his
intercourse with the Moors. Ca da Mosto gives a minute
description of the people, which is well worth noting.
Both men and women, he says, wash themselves four or
five times a day, being very cleanly as to their persons,
but not so in eating, in which they observe no rule.
Although very ignorant and awkward in going about
anything which they have not been accustomed to, yet
in their own business which they are acquainted with,
they are as expert as any Europeans can be. They are
full of words, and never have done talking; and are, for
the most part, liars and cheats. Yet, on the other hand,
they are very charitable; for they give a dinner, or a
night’s lodging and a supper to all strangers who come
to their houses, without expecting any return.

“These negro lords often make war among themselves,
and with their neighbours. They have no cavalry for

1 ASTLEY’S Voyages, i, p. 578.
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want of horses: they wear no arms save a large
target for their defence, made of the skin of a beast
called Danta, which is very difficult to be pierced, and
Azagays, or light darts, in throwing of which they are
very dexterous. These darts are pointed with iron, the
length of a span, barbed in different manners; so that
they make dangerous wounds in the body wherever they
enter, tearing the flesh grievously when pulled out. They
also have a Moorish weapon, which is like a Turkish half-
sword ; that is, bent like a bow, and made of iron (without
any steel) brought from the kingdom of Gambia by the
negroes, who thereof make their arms; and if they have
any iron in their own country, they know nothing of it,
or want industry to work it. They use also another
weapon, like our javelin; besides which they have no
other arms,

¢ As they have but few arms, their wars are very bloody,
for their strokes do not fall in vain. They are extremely
bold and fierce, choosing rather to be killed, than to save
their lives by flight. They are not afraid to die, nor
scared, as other people are, when they see a companion slain.
They have no ships, neither did they ever see any before
the Portuguese came upon their coast. Those inhabiting
near the river, and some who live by the sea, have Zap-
polies, or Almadias, made out of a single piece of wood,
the largest whereof carries three or four men. In these
they fish sometimes, and go up and down the river. These
negroes are the greatest swimmers in the world, by the
experiments the author has seen of them in these parts.” !

Ca da Mosto left the country of the Jalofs and pro-
ceeded eight hundred miles further, as he says, but he
must, I think, have over-estimated his reckoning, to the
country of a negro potentate, called King Budomel.?
Budomel received the voyager courteously, and made
purchases of him, which were paid for in slaves. Ca da
Mosto gives an account of the religion of Budomel’s
country, which deserves notice: it seems to show that
the religion of the court at least was Mahometan; but

1 ASTLEY’S Poyages, i, p. 582.
2 [About fifty miles beyond the river Senegal (MAJOR).]
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it was mot very strong in the affections of the people, and
must have been, comparatively, a recent introduction.!

Perhaps there is hardly anything which tells more of
the condition and the skill of a people than their markets.
According to Ca da Mosto, the markets in Budomel's
country indicated the poverty of the people, and showed
that they had not advanced beyond the state of barter
in their commercial transactions.?

Ca da Mosto left Budomel’s country, and sailing south-
wards, came to the river Gambra (now called Gambia),
which the voyagers entered, but could not succeed in
conciliating the inhabitants. A contest ensued, which
deserves to be recorded as an instance of signal valour,
of almost unparalleled valour, considering that the arms
used by the Europeans were totally unknown to their
opponents.

“The Almadias came under the prow of Ca da Mosto’s
ship, which was foremost; and, dividing themselves into
two divisions, took him in their centre. This gave him
an opportunity to tell their number, which was fifteen,

1 ¢“Towards evening, Budomel ordered the Azanaghi or Arabs,
whom he always has about him, to say prayers. His manner was
thus :—Being entered into the mosque (which was in one of the courts)
with some of the principal negroes, he first stood with his eyes lifted
up, then he advanced two steps, and spoke a few words softly ; after
which, he stretched himself on the ground and kissedit. The Azanaghi,
and all the rest, did the same. Then rising, he repeated the same acts
over again, ten or twelve times, which took up half an hour. When he
had done, he asked the author’s opinion of their manner of worship ;
and to give him some account of his own religion. Hereupon Ca da
Mosto told him, in presence of his doctors, that the religion of
Mohammed was false ; and the Romish, the true one. This made the
Arabs mad, and Budomel laugh ; who, on this occasion, said, that he
looked upon the religion of the Europeans to be good: for that none
but God could have given them so much riches and understanding.
He added, however, that the Mohammedan Law must be also good ;
and that he believed the negroes were more sure of salvation than the
Christians, because God was a just Lord ; and therefore, as he had
given the latter paradise in this world, it ought to be possessed in the
world to come by the negroes, who had scarce angrthing here, in com-
parison of the others.”—ASTLEY’S Poyages, i, p. 584.

2 ¢«“He, Ca da Mosto, went three or four times to see one of their
markets or fairs, which was kept on Mondays and Fridays in a meadow,
not far from the place where he was lodged. Hither repaired, with
their wares, both men and women, for four or five miles about; and
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and as large as barks. They ceased to row, raised their
oars, and looked upon the caravel with wonder. There
were between an hundred and thirty and an hundred
and fifty negroes, all well made, of a good size and very
black. They wore white cotton shirts on their bodies,
and white caps on their heads, like the Germans, but
with a wing on each side, and a feather in the middle,
by which they distinguished themselves to be soldiers of
war. At the prow of each Almadia, there stood a negro
with a round target, which seemed to be of leather, on
his arm; yet they neither attacked the caravel, nor she
them.

Thus they continued peaceably till they saw the other
two ships bear down on them. Then they prepared,
dropped their oars, and without any futher ceremony shot
their arrows at them. The ships, seeing the attack made
upon them, discharged four pieces of cannon at the enemy :
the report whereof so stupefied them, that they threw down
their bows; and, looking some time one way, and some
time another, remained surprized to see the stones, shot
by the cannon, fall in the water near them. They con-
tinued in this suspense for a considerable while: bat,
seeing the cannon fired no more at them, plucked up
courage, and, laying hold of their bows, renewed the fight
with great fury, approaching within a stone’s throw of the
ships. Hereupon the sailors began to discharge their
cross-bows at them. The first shot was made by the
bastard son of the Genoese gentleman, which, hitting a
negro in the breast, he immediately dropped down dead.
Those in the Almadia took up the dart and gazed at it
with wonder, but did not give over the attack, which they
carried on vigorously, and were as courageously opposed

those who lived at a greater distance, went to other markets near them.
The great poverty of this people appeared in the goods found in these
fairs ; which were, a few pieces of cotton-cloth, cotton-yarn, pulse, oil,
millet, wooden-tubs, palm-mats, and everything else for the use of life.
Here also one meets with arms, and small quantities of gold. As they
have no money or coin of any kind, all trade is carried on by way of
barter ; exchanging one thing for another, according to the different
values. These blacks, both men and women, came to gaze on Ca da
Mosto, as if he had been a prodigy ; and thought it a great curiosity to
behold a white man, for they halgynever seen any before.”—ASTLEY’S
Voyages, i, p. 587.
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by the caravels; insomuch, that in a little time many of
them were killed, without the loss of one European. The
negroes observing the disadvantage they laboured under,
all the Almadias agreed to attack the little caravel in
stern, which was both ill-manned and ill-armed. They
executed this design with great fury: which Ca da Mosto
observing, he moved forward to her assistance ; and getting
her between the two large caravels, they all discharged
their cannon and cross-bows at the Almadias, which made
them retire.”’!

During their stay in the river Gambia, Ca da Mosto and
his companions saw the constellation of the Southern
Cross for the first time. Finding that the natives would
have nothing to do with them, for they believed that the
Christians were very bad people, and bought negroes to
eat them, Ca da Mosto and the other commanders wished
to proceed a hundred miles further up the river; but the
common sailors would not hear of it, and the expedition
forthwith returned to Portugal.

In 1456, Ca da Mosto made another voyage, in the
course of which he discovered the Cape de Verde Islands.
Leaving them, he went again to the Gambia river, which
he ascended much further than he had done during his
previous expedition, and he also succeeded on this occasion
in conciliating the natives. The voyagers entered what
they called, the “lLord Battimansa’s”?2 territory, and
sought to make a treaty with him. It is curious to see
the nature of the commodities dealt in. The fact of the
cottons being coloured would seem to indicate an advance
in civilisation, but it is to be recollected that in all torrid
countries, the desire for colour is very great.?

1 AsTLEY’S Voyages, i, p. 590.

2 [Batti Mansa—z.e. King Batti, ‘“ Mansa being the Mandingo for
King” (MaJoRr).]

3 ¢“As soon as the messengers had declared their commission,
Battimansa immediately ordered certain negroes to the caravel ; with
whom they not only entered into a treaty of friendship, but also bartered
several things for negro-slaves, and some gold. They value their gold
as a very precious thing, and at a greater rate than the Portuguese did ;
yet, for all that, the latter had it very reasonably, since they gave them
for it things of very little value.

‘“ They traded with cotton and cotton-yarn. Some pieces were all
white ; others striped with blue and white ; and a third sort, with red,
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Leaving the river Gambia, Ca da Mosto and his company
went down the coast, discovered Cape Roxo, and afterwards
sailed up the Rio Grande; but for want of any knowledge
of the language of the people, they were forced to return
to Portugal.

Some time between 1460 and 1464, an expedition went
out under Piedro de Cintra, one of the King of Portugal’s
gentlemen, to make further discoveries along the African
coast.! These voyagers, whose story is briefly told by Ca
da Mosto, discovered Sierra Leone (so called on account of
the roaring thunder heard there), and went a little beyond
Cape Mesurado. The historian Barros says, that the African
coast from Cape Bojador to Sierra Leone, was discovered in
Prince Henry’s time, in which case it seems probable that
this voyage of Piedro de Cintra’s was before the Prince’s
death; but Ca da Mosto (whose authority is, I think, of
more weight) places it later.2 However that may be, we
may fairly consider Sierra Leone as being the point of
discovery attained at, or about, the death of Prince Henry,
of whose character, before parting with him in this history,
something deserves to be said. '

“He had a grandeur of nature,” says Faria y Sousa,
“ proportionate to the greatness of his doings; he was
bulky and strong; his complexion red and white; his
hair coarse, and almost hirsute; his aspect produced fear
in those who were not accustomed to him; not to those
who were, for even in the strongest current of his vexation
at anything, his courtesy always prevailed over his anger;
he had a grave serenity in his movements, a notable
constancy and circumspection in his words, modesty in
all that related to his state and personal observance,
within the limits of his high fortune; he was patient in

blue and white stripes, very well wrought. They likewise brought
civet, and civet-cat skins, monkeys, large and small baboons of various
sorts : which, being very plenty, they sold them cheap, that is, for
something not exceeding ten marquets a head ; and the ounce of civet,
for what was not worth more than forty or fifty (marquets) : not that
they sold the things by weight ; but the author judged it to be about
that quantity.” —ASTLEY’S Voyages, i, p. 594.

1 [In 1461. He nearly reached La Mina.]

3 [Prince Henry died 13th November 1460.]
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labour, bold and valorous in war, versed in arts and letters;
a skilful fencer; in the mathematics superior to all men of
his time ; generous in the extreme ; zealous in the extreme
for the increase of the Faith. No bad habit was known
in him. He did not marry, nor was it known that he
ever violated the purity of continency. His memory was
equal to the authority he bore, and his prudence equal
to his memory. He died at Sagres, in the year one
thousand four hundred and sixty-three, in the sixty-
seventh year of his age, and lies with his father in the
most illustrious church of Batalla.”1

The above is of the class of characters, somewhat un-
qualified and geneml, which historians are wont to give;
but, I believe, it is one of the truest of its kind. It lacks,
however, those slight touches and variations in which so
much of individual resemblance consists. We may map
down the main qualities of a man, one by one; but this
alone will hardly suffice to convey to us such a complex,
perverse, varying, dubious thing as any one human char-
acter. Fortunately, in this case, we are enabled from
the chronicler Azurara, who evidently knew the Prince
well, and speaks with perfect honesty about him, to supply
two or three of those little niceties of description, which
give life and reality to the picture. Azurara says, that
the Prince was a man “of great counsel and authority,
wise and of good memory, but in some things slow,
whether it was through the prevalence of the phlegmatic
temperament in his constitution, or from intentional de-
liberation, being moved to some end which men did not
perceive.” 2

His portrait confirms the latter hypothesis, giving the
idea of a man of great deliberation, but with no laxity of
purpose : and we may notice how this would agree with
the story of his apparently sudden resolve in sending out
his first expedition, a thing with him probably long
thought of, little talked of, and rapidly put in execution.
Again, in another place, the chronicler hints at a defect
in the Prince, where he says, “There was no hatred
known in him, nor ill-will against any person, however

! FARIA Y SoUSA, tom. I, part 1, cap. I.
? AZURARA, cap. 4.
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great the injury he had received from him; and such was
his benignity in this respect, that judicious men remarked
against him that he was deficient in distributive justice
(gustiga distributiva), for, in all other respects, he conducted
himself justly.” There are instances in his conduct which
bear out this, and one especially, in which he is stated to
have overlooked the desertion of his banner, on an occasion!
of great peril to himself, and afterwards to have unjustly
favoured the persons who had thus been found wanting in
courage. This, no doubt, was an error on his part, but
at least it was an heroic one, such as belonged to the first
Cexesar ; and in the estimation of the Prince’s followers, it
probably added to their liking for the man what little it
may have taken away from their confidence in the pre-
cision of his justice as a commander.

We learn, from the same authority, that his house was
the resort of all the good men of the kingdom, and of
foreigners, and that he was a man of intense labour and
study. “Often the sun found him in that same place
where it had left him the day before, he having watched
throughout the whole arc of the night without any rest.” 2

Altogether, whether we consider this Prince’s motives,
his objects, his deeds, or his mode of life, we must
acknowledge him to be one of the most notable men, not
merely of his own country and period, but of modern
times and of all nations, and one upon whose shoulders
might worthily rest the arduous beginnings of continuous
maritime discovery. Would that such men remained to
govern the lands they have the courageous foresight to
discover! Then, indeed, they might take to themselves
the motto, talant de bien faire, which this Prince, their
great leader, caused to be inscribed by his captains in
many a land, which as yet, at least, has not found much
good from its introduction, under his auspices, to the
civilization of an older world.

In the year 1469, perhaps in consequence of Prince
Henry’s superintendence of African discovery being missed,
King Alfonso adopted a new system, and farmed out the
commerce with the coast of Africa to a certain Fernando

1 At Tangier. 3 AZURARA, cap. 6.
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Gomez for five years, at one thousand ducats? a year, upon
conditions, one of which was, that he should advance the
discovery along the coast, beginning from Sierra Leone,
three hundred miles in the course of each of the five
years.? Fernando Gomez, by his captains Juan de
Santarem and Pedro de Escobar, discovered the gold
coast, which they called Oro de la Mina® and gained
great riches which he expended in aid of the King’s
expeditions against the Moors. He was in consequence
ennobled, and received the name of El Mina. Fernando
Po discovered an island, which was then called Formosa,
but which is now known by the name of its discoverer.
The last discovery in the life of King AMonso was that
of Cape Catharina.

Don Juan the Second succeeded his father Don Alfonso
on the throne of Portugal® The new King was very
earnest in African discovery. He resolved that a fort
should be built at La Mina; and for this purpose sent
an expedition under Diego de Azambuja with five hundred
soldiers, one hundred artizans, and the fort already con-
structed in separate pieces, as we now send out palaces
for native chiefs, or lighthouses, to distant parts.

The account of the proceedings of this expedition is
interesting. On the arrival of the ships at La Mina,
Azambuja sprang on shore to take possession, fixed the
Portuguese flag upon a tree, raised an altar at the foot of
the tree, and caused the first mass to be said that was ever
celebrated in those parts. The Portuguese commander
then prepared to receive the negro King with due pomp.
The King arrived, surrounded by a large company of his
subjects, well armed. Their helmets, however, made of
skins, were such as to provoke ¢‘more mirth than terror.”
Their King’s arms and legs were covered with ornaments
of gold. On his neck was a chain with bells suspended to
it, like that of the first mule in a set. Before him went
the band, with numerous and various instruments, pro-

1 [Five hundred cruzados. ]

® BARROS, dec. I, lib. 2, cap. 2.

3 [In 1470. In 1471 the Equator was crossed.]
¢ [In 1481.]
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ducing “more noise than harmony.” The instruments
were such as are well known,—timbrels, horns, and bells.
At last the negro King himself arrived, “serene and
severe ’; and the Portuguese captain came forward to
meet him, “magnificent in dress and grave in aspect.”
The King took the hand of the other in sign of peace,
and the ceremonious part of the matter being ended,
Azambuja made known the proposition he had brought
from his master (here we must use the words of the
historian), “ which was to make the negro King under-
stand first the way of the Catholic rites, and then to hide
from him the way of our covetousness, asking leave to
make a house in which our people could live; and force
was to be used to compel them, if it should be necessary.”
“1 do not,” adds the candid historian, “imagine that I
shall persuade the world that our intent was only to be
preachers; but on the other hand the world must not
fancy that our intent was merely to be traders.”?

The Portuguese captain was listened to with *mar-
vellous silence,” and the proposition touching the Christian
faith well received: the other about building a fort was
listened to very coldly. The negro King was not so dull
as to be without an unpleasant foresight of what evil con-
segquences such an occupation of his country might lead to.
However, the Portuguese captain pressed the point, and
the negro King conceding it, quitted the place of con-
ference. The Portuguese artizans forthwith began their
work, but unfortunately commenced upon a rock that was
held sacred by the natives, who immediately rushed to the
defence of the holy ground. Azambuja diverted this
danger by an instant distribution of presents, which
soothed the negroes completely, thus verifying the pro-
verb, says the historian, that ¢ gifts break through rocks.”
The castle was built, and called the fort of St George.
Azambuja being made lieutenant, ruled for three years,
and came out of his employment with applause, “a difficult
thing to attain amongst the Portuguese.” The writer
might have added, and amongst all people; for delegated
authority has always within it the elements of decay and
disapprobation—meeting with that criticism and super-

! FARIA Y SoUsA, tom. I, part 1, cap. 3.
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vision, when in the full force of its existence, which, in
the case of other authority, is often postponed until after
its decease.

The King of Portugal about this time took the title of
“ Lord of Guinea,” and desired his captains to leave formal
notice of their discoveries at the place of discovery: to set
up stones, declaring “ the king, the captain, and the time;
by whose order, by whom, and when’ the discovery was
made. The first captain sent out after this order was
Diego Cam!; whom Martin Behaim (Martin of Bohemia),
a celebrated astronomer and geographer of those times, is
said to have accompanied. They discovered the kingdom
of Congo ; and at the request of the King, took back some
of the sons of the principal men to be baptized, and to
learn the Christian faith.2 Diego Cam was also the bearer
of a request from this negro King, that priests should be
sent to his dominions. The King of Benin, a territory
between the Gold Coast and Congo, made at this time a
similar request, by an ambassador sent to the King of
Portugal. This ambassador, while at Lisbon, happened to
speak about a greater power in Africa than his master, to
whom indeed his master was but the vassal, which instantly
set the Portuguese King thinking about Prester John—
the search after whom is in the annals of maritime dis-
covery, what the alchemists’ pursuit after the great Ar-
canum was in chemistry. The King concluded that this
greater power must be Prester John; and accordingly
Bartholomew Diaz and two other captains were sent out
on further discovery.® They did not find Prester John,
but made their way southwards along a thousand and fifty
miles of new coast, as far as a cape which, from experience,
they called Cape Stormy, but which their master, seeing
in its discovery an omen of better things, re-named as the
Cape of Good Hope.

It is a fact of great historical interest, and a singular link
between African and American discovery, that Bartholomew

1 [In 1484.]

% [The pillars referred to in the text were called ¢ Padrdos.” Diego
Cam set up one on the south side of a river he named in consequence
the Rio do Padrio, but which is now called the Congo.]

3 [In 1486.]
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Columbus was engaged in this voyage. The authority for
this important statement is Las Casas, who says that he
found, in a book belonging to Christopher Columbus,
being one of the works of Cardinal d’Ailly, a note “in
Bartolomé Colon’s handwriting,” which he knew well,
having several of his letters and papers concerning this
voyage in his own possession,! which note gives a short
account in bad Latin of the voyage, mentions the degree
of latitude of the Cape, and concludes with the words, i
quibus omnibus tnterfuz.”

In fiction, too, this voyage of Bartholomew Diaz was very
notable, as it presented an occasion for the writing of one
of the most celebrated passages in modern poetry; a
passage not easily to be surpassed for its majesty and
tenderness, and for a beauty which even those tiresome
allusions to the classics, that gave a faded air to so much
of the poetry of the sixteenth century, cannot seriously
disfigure, nor obscure.

It is to be tound in the Lusiadas of Caméens; and in-
dicates the culminating point of Portuguese discovery in
Africa, as celebrated by the national poet.

Just as the mariners approach the Cape, a cloud rises,
darkens the air, and then discloses a monstrous giant,
with deep-set, caverned eyes, of rugged countenance and
pallid earthy colour, vast as that statue of Apollo, the
colossal wonder of the world. In solemn language this
awful shape pours forth disastrous prophecies, and threatens
his highest vengeance on those who have discovered him—
maledictions which, alas! may be securely uttered against
those who accomplish aught that is bolder than has hitherto
been attempted by their fellow-men.

When vexed by the question “Who art thou?” the
“stupendous body” harshly and mournfully replies, that
he is that great Stormy Cape, hitherto hidden from

1 ¢ Which I know very well, and have now many charts and letters of
his concerning this voyage.”—LAs Casas. [Expert opinion is much
divided on this point. Some scholars hold that Las Casas was mistaken,
that the writing is that of Christopher, not Bartholomew, Columbus,
and, as Christopher cannot possibgv have sailed with Diaz, the con-
cluding words, ‘“in all of which I took part,” simply refer to the arrival
of Diaz, and subsequent proceedings at Lisbon, where Christopher was
then perhaps staying.]
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mankind, whom their boldness in discovering much
offends.!

He then relates the touching story of his love : how he
was Adamastor, of the race of Titans; and how he loved
Thetis the fairest being of the sea; and how, deceived by
the (magic) arts of her, “ who was the life of this body,” he
found himself caressing a rough and horrid crag instead of
her sweet, soft countenance ; and how, crazed by grief and
by dishonour, he wandered forth to seek another world,
where no one should behold him and mock his misery ;
how still the vengeance of the gods pursued him; and
how he felt his flesh gradually turning into a rock, and
his members extending themselves among the long waves ;
and how, for ever to increase his agony, the beautiful
Thetis still encircled him.

Having told his grief, he made himself into a dark cloud
(Desfes-se a nuvem negra), and the sea roared far off with a
sonorous sound. And then the Portuguese mariner lifted
up his hands in prayer to the sacred chorus of angels, who
had guided the vessel so long on its way, and prayed God
to remove the fulfilment of the evil things which Adamastor
had prophesied against his nation.?

1 < Eu sou aquelle occulto, é grande Cabo,
A quem chamais vés outros Tormentorio,
Que nunca 4 Ptolomeo, Pomponio, Estrabo
Plinio € quantos passaram, fui notorio :
Aqui toda a Africana costa acabo
Neste meu nunca vista promontorio,
Que para o polo Antarctico se estende,
A quem vossa ousadia tanta offende.”
CAMOES, Os Lusiadas, V. s0.

? Vasco de Gama is made by Camoens, using more than poetic
licence in favour of his hero, to appropriate the episode of Adamastor
to himself. It seems hard, however, to take away any honour from
Bartholomew Diaz, who, according to the learned Maffei, appears to
have had the greatest difficulty in contending with his own men as well
as with the fury of the elements, before he succeeded in discovering
that ‘‘insane headland” which was to make his voyage for ever
memorable. The words of Maffei, who had ample access to Portuguese
state-papers, are as follows :—

‘“He was a long time struggling not only with winds and seas, but
also with his seamen, weary of a most long and tedious navigation,
and coming back to him every day with taunts and importunities,
which he, with harshness or gentle and good-natured arguments,
appeased. The columns of Cam (see p. 44) being passed by a great
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The Genius of the Stormy Cape might have taken up a
direr song of prophecy against the inhabitants of the un-
fortunate land of which he formed so conspicuous and
mournful a prominence.

Maritime discovery had now, by slow and painful degrees,
proceeded down the coast of Africa nearly to the southern-
most point, and from thence will soon be curving round in
due course to India. But expeditions by sea were not the
only modes of discovery undertaken by the Portuguese in
the reign of John the Second of Portugal. Pedro de Covil-
ham and Alfonso de Paiva went on an enterprize of dis-
covery mainly by land.! The latter died at Cairo : the former
made his way to Cananor, Calicut, and Goa, and thence
back to Cairo, where he found that his companion had
died. He then set out again, and eventually came into
the kingdom of Shoa,2? to the court of “the King of
Habbesh,” who fulfilled sufficiently in Covilham’s eyes
the idea of Prester John, and was accordingly called so.
It is a curious coincidence that an ambassador from the
King of Habbesh, called Lucas Marcos, a priest of that
country, came about this time to Rome, and afterwards
to Lisbon, which circumstance gave a new impetus to all
the King of Portugal’s “hopes, wishes, and endeavours.”$

A more remarkable person, even, than an ambassador
from Prester John, arrived nearly at the same time at
Lisbon. This was Bemoin, Prince of Jalof. Bemoin came
to seek the protection of the King of Portugal, and the
reason of his coming was as follows. He was the brother,
on his mother’s side, of Brian, King of Jalof. This King
was inert and vicious. He had, however, the wisdom to
make Bemoin prime minister, and to throw all the cares

distance, that insane headland (iwsanum terre projectum) at length
appeared.”—J. P. MAFFELl, Bergomatis, Hisltoriarum Indicarum,
libri xvi, Cologne, 1589, p. 15.

1 [In 1487.]

% [Abyssinia. Covilham avas not allowed to leave, and passed the
remaining thirty-three years of his life there.]

3 [Simultaneously with the travels of De Covilham and Bartholomew
Diaz, a Portuguese exploring expedition, under Martim Lopes, was
sent to the north-east and discovered Nova Zembla.]
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and troubles of governing upon him. Nothing was heard
in the kingdom but of Bemoin. But he, seeing perhaps
the imsecurity of his position, diligently made friends
with the Portuguese, keeping aloof, however, from be-
coming a convert, though he listened respectfully to
those who expounded the Christian faith to him. Cibitab,
a brother of the inert Brian, by the father’s side, became
jealous of Bemoin, revolted, killed Brian, and vanquished
Bemoin, who thereupon threw himself upon the protection
of his Portuguese friends, and came to Lisbon.

Bemoin was received magnificently by King John of
Portugal. The negro Prince had formerly alleged that
one of his reasons for not becoming a Christian was the
fear of disgusting his followers; but being in Portugal
that reason no longer held good, and he became a convert,
being baptized as Don John Bemoin, having King John
for a godfather.! Twenty-four of Bemoin's gentlemen
received baptism after him. This is the account of his
reception. “Bemoin, because he was a man of large
size and fine presence, about forty years old, with a long
and well-arranged beard, appeared indeed not like a
barbarous pagan, but as one of our own princes, to whom
all honour and reverence were due. With equal majesty
and gravity of demeanour he commenced and finished his
oration, using such inducements to make men bewail his
sad fortune in exile, that only seeing these natural signs
of sorrow, people comprehended what the interpreter
afterwards said. Having finished the statement of his
case as a good orator would, in declaring that his only
remedy and only hope was in the greatness and generosity
of the king, with whom he spoke aside for a short time,
he was answered by the king in few words, so much to
his satisfaction that immediately it made a change in his
whole look, spirits, and bearing, rendering him most
joyous. Taking leave of the king, he went to kiss the
queen’s hand, and then that of the prince, to whom he
said a few words, at the end of which he prayed the

rince that he would intercede in his favour with the
ing. And thence he was conducted to his lodgings by
all the nobility that accompanied him.”?

1 [On 3rd December 1489.] 2 BARROS, dec. I, lib. 3, cap. 6.
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After this, Bemoin had many conversations with the
King, and always acquitted himself well.l Amongst
other things he gave information respecting various
African nations, and especially of the king of a Jewish
people who in many things resembled Christians. Here
again the Portuguese monarch was delighted at finding
himself upon the traces of Prester John.

It must not be forgotten to mention, that the King
made great rejoicings in honour of Bemoin’s conversion,
on which occasion, the negro Prince’s attendants per-
formed singular feats on horseback.

Bemoin maintained his favour at the Portuguese court,
and succeeded in his object of obtaining military assist-
ance. He was sent back to his own country with a
Portuguese squadron of twenty caravels, which had for
its instructions, besides his restitution, to found a fort on
the banks of the river Senegal.

The Portuguese arrived at the river, and began build-
ing the fort; but are said to have chosen an unhealthy
spot to build on. Whether they could have chosen a
healthy one is doubtful. The commander, however,
Pedro Vaz, thought that there was treachery on Bemoin’s
part, and killed him with the blow of a dagger on board
his vessel. The building was discontinued, and Pedro
Vaz returned to Portugal, where he found the King ex-
cessively vexed and displeased at the fate of Bemoin.?

The story of this negro Prince is interesting, not that
it carries forward the history much, but it and other such
narratives show what were the temper, manners, and dis-
position of Europeans and Africans towards each other at
that period ; and go far to indicate what good results to
the inhabitants of both continents might have proceeded
from their peaceful intercourse.®

! “Showing himself gifted with a very clear understanding.”—
BARRoOs, dec. 1, lib. 3, cap. 7.

Faria y Sousa dismisses the matter with the following pithy
remark. ‘‘The way to heaven by the Portuguese hand (baptism)
came dear to Bemoin: and more so, if by chance it was hidden from
him, by his despair at finding so little faith in one who sought to teach
him the true faith.”

. ® The kindly treatment, which the first negroes who were brought
into Spain experienced from their masters, is mentioned in the Amnals

D
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King John the Second was more successful in convert-
ing the inhabitants of Congo, than he had been with
those of Jalof. The ambassador from Congo, having
spent two years at Lisbon, during which his attendants
learnt the Portuguese language and were instructed in
Christian doctrine, was sent back to his own country with
three Portuguese vessels. The Portuguese were well
received : mass was performed in the midst of thousands
of negroes; a church was built; and the King of Congo
became Christian, and took the name of John. He had
occasion at that time to make war against a neighbouring
people ; and sallying forth with a cross depicted on his
banner, he was victorious. After this, the Portuguese
expedition, which seems to have come out for no other
purpose than to introduce Christianity into Congo, returned,
leaving persons capable of continuing the work of con-
version. The old negro King soon grew a little cold
towards Christianity, disliking much its interference with
his doctrine and practice, as regarded the plurality of
wives. He had two sons: the elder approving, and the
other disapproving, of the new faith. The King himself
inclined to the faction of his pagan younger son; and the
other was disinherited. On the death of the old monarch
the younger son suddenly attacked his brother, who had
only about him thirty-seven followers, Portuguese and
negroes. However, under the Christian banner, and
probably with some little aid of Christian discipline, the
elder vanquished his younger brother with all his host,
became king, and did his best to establish Christianity
throughout his dominions.

This King of Congo reigned fifty years: he was not only
a warm favourer of Christianity, but an active preacher,
having qualified himself by learning the Portuguese lan-
guage and by studying the Scriptures. He sent his chil-
dren and grandchildren over to Portugal; had them well
taught both in Latin and Portuguese; and of his own

of Sewville before referred to. It apfpcars that in the chronicler’s time,
A.D. 1677, they had still a chapel of their own. ‘“ His name (the negro
count’s) was perpetuated in a street and enclosures outside the Carmona
Gate, in_ the outskirts of the city, where the negroes have a chapel
dedicated to Our Lady of los Angeles.”—Annales de Sevilla.
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lineage there were two bishops in his kingdom. Barros
tells us, that all these things were done at the expense
of the kings of Portugal! A very noble undertaking it
was of theirs: and in the present state of that kingdom,
these are the works which may console the Portuguese
nation and their rulers with a not unbecoming recollection
of past greatness, and, perhaps, animate them to great
deeds again.

The historian may now stop in his task of tracing Portu-
guese discovery along the coast of Africa. We have seen
it making its way with quiet perseverance, for seventy
years, from Cape Nam to the Cape of Good Hope, a dis-
tance of some six thousand miles.? This long course of
discovery has been almost entirely thrown into shade by
the more daring and brilliant discovery of America, which
we have now to enter upon. Yet these proceedings on
the African coast had in them all the energy, perseverance,
and courage which distinguished American discovery.
Prince Henry himself was hardly a less personage than
Columbus. They had different elements to contend in.
But the man whom princely wealth and position, and the
temptation to intrigue which there must have been in the
then state of the Portuguese court, never induced to
swerve from the one purpose which he maintained for
forty years, unshaken by popular clamour, however sorely
vexed he might be with inward doubts and misgivings;
who passed laborious days and watchful nights, in devo-
tion to this one purpose—enduring the occasional short-
comings of his agents with that forbearance which springs
from a care for the enterprize in hand, so deep as to
control private vexation (the very same motive which made
Columbus bear so mildly with insult and contumely from
his followers)—such a man 1s worthy to be put in com-
parison with the other great discoverer who worked out
his enterprize through poverty, neglect, sore travail, and
the vicissitudes of courts. Moreover, it must not be for-
gotten that Prince Henry was undoubtedly the father of
modern geographical discovery, and that the result of his

1 BARROS, d. 1, L. 3, c. 10.
% That is, taking the coast line,
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exertions must have given much impulse to Columbus,
if it did not first move him to his great undertaking.
After the above eulogium on Prince Henry, which is
not the least more than he merited, his kinsmen, the
contemporary Portuguese monarchs, should come in for
their share of honourable mention, as they seem to have
done their part in African discovery with much vigour,
without jealousy of Prince Henry, and with high and
noble aims. It would also be but just to include in some
part of this praise the many brave captains who distin-
guished themselves in these enterprizes,

The rediscovery of America (I say “rediscovery,” be-
cause there is no doubt that it was discovered by the
Northmen in the ninth and tenth centuries), just at the
time when the whole of the western coast of Africa had
been made out by the Portuguese, appears to us, humanly
speaking, to have furnished a most inopportune conjunc-
ture for evil. Had America not afforded a market for
slaves, we hardly see where else it could have grown up
at that period, and if it had not grown up then, legitimate
commerce would have come in its place, and prevented
any such trade. Black slaves might have been for some
time a favourite part of the grandeur of a great household,
but we do not see how they could have occupied a country
already stocked with hardy labourers, fitted for the soil,
as was the case with Europe. Ca da Mosto, as before
mentioned, states that in 1455, the export of slaves from
Africa was between seven and eight hundred yearly.
Seeing how careless people are in the use of numbers,
so that shrewd men of the world mostly divide by two
or three the account in numbers of everything they hear,
except ruined men’s accounts of their own debts and
engagements, it is not improbable that Ca da Mosto gives
an exaggerated statement of the number of slaves ex-
ported, which at the most is but a small affair, when
compared with the immense exportations of modern days.
Moreover, from what is mentioned of the voyages under-
taken from that time to the one we are now speaking of,
i.e. from 1455 to 1492, it may be concluded that the trade
in slaves had fallen off, so seldom are they mentioned,
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while at the same time there are signs of other articles
of commerce engaging the attention of the Portuguese.l

Leaving now, for a while, all mention of Portuguese
affairs, we commence the chapter of that man’s doings
who, when last heard of, was mentioned, incidentally, as
the son-in-law of Perestrelo and as living at Porto Santo;
but whose name was now about to become one of the few
which carry on from period to period the tidings of the
world’s great story, as beacon fires upon the mountain
tops. There is a singular fascination in the account of
such a deed as the discovery of America, which cannot be
done any more, nor anything like it—which stands alone
in the doings of the world. We naturally expect to find
something quite peculiar in the man who did it, who was
indeed one of the great spirits of the earth, but still of
the same order of soul to which great inventors and dis-
coverers have mostly belonged. Lower down, too, in
mankind there is much of the same nature leading to
various kinds of worthy deeds, though there are no more
continents for it to discover.

But to return to the renowned personage of whom we
are speaking. There was great simplicity about him, and
much loyalty and veneration. The truly great are apt to
believe in the greatness of others, and so to be loyal in
their relations here; while, for what is beyond here, a
large measure of veneration belongs to them, as having
a finer and more habitually present consciousness than
most men, of something infinitely above what even their
imaginations can compass. He was as magnanimous as
it was possible, perhaps, for so sensitive and impassioned
a person to be. He was humane, self-denying, courteous.
He had an intellect of that largely-enquiring kind which
may remind us of our great English philosopher, Bacon.?

1 ¢ The King Don Juan II., considering that in the newly-discovered
countries there were riches that would augment his revenues, and seeing
that the inhabitants were disposed to accept our rule, ordered a fort to
be built in that place called La Mina, where gold was obtained by
trade.”—FARIA Y SOUSA, i, part 1, cap. 3.

2 One, who of all living men, has perhaps the best right to pronounce
upon anintellect of a ‘‘largely-enquiring kind,” has thus described the
intelligence of Columbus wien applied to the observation of nature—
¢¢That which characterised Columbus is the penetration and wonderful
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He was singularly resolute, and enduring. The Spaniards
have a word, longanimidad, which has been well applied
in describing him, as it signifies greatness and constancy
of mind in adversity. He was rapt in his designs, having
a ringing for ever in his ears of great projects, making
him deaf to much, perhaps, that prudence might have
heeded ;—one to be loved by those near him, and likely
by his presence to inspire favour and respect.

Such was the hero under whose guidance we are now
called to enter upon a wider sphere of the history of dis-
covery and colonization ; and also, somewhat to his shame,
of the mournful annals of Slavery.

keenness with which he seized the phenomena of the external world.
He is altogether as remarkable as an observer of nature as he is an
intrepid navigator. Arrived under a new sky and on a new earth
(commets viage nuevo al nuevo cielo y mundo, he wrote to the nurse
of the Infant Don Juan), the configuration of the land, the appearance
of the vegetation, the habits of the animals, the distribution OF g:at, the
ocean currents, the variations of terrestrial magnetism,—nothing escaped
his sagacity. Seeking eagerly the spices of India, and rhubarb, rendered
celebrated by the Arab physicians, by Rubriquis and the Italian
travellers, he examined minutely the fruits and leaves of plants. In
the Conifers he distinguished the true pines, similar to those of Spain,
and the monocarpal pines—that is to say, he recognised before L’Héritier
the genus Podocarpus.”—HumBoOLDT, Examen Criligue, iii, p. 20.
Paris, 1837.
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BOOK 11
COLUMBUS

CHAPTER 1
DISCOVERY OF AMERICA

OLUMBUS was born in the Genoese territory in the
year 1447, or 1448.1 His family was obscure, but,

like most others, when the light of a great man’s birth is
thrown upon its records, real and possible, it presents
some other names not altogether unworthy to be inscribed
among the great man’s ancestors. Columbus was sent to
Pavia for his education, and seems to have profited by it;
for he wrote legibly, designed well, was a good Latin
scholar, and it is probable that he then acquired the
rudiments of the various sciences in which he afterwards
became proficient.? At the age of fourteen he went to
sea. Of his many voyages, which of them took place
before, and which after, his coming to Portugal, we have
no distinct record; but are sure that he traversed a
large part of the known world, that he visited England,
that he made his way to Iceland,® that he had been at

1 T am aware that this date differs considerably from those given by
some biographers of Columbus: I have, however, determined it for
myself upon the evidence of ancient authorities which seemed to me
the most to be relied upon.

[Nearly all recent writers of weight, except Mr J. Fiske, basing their
conclusions on the researches of Mr H. Harrisse, have decided that
Columbus was born between May 1446 and November 1447. Mr
Fiske (Discovery of America,i, p. 342, ¢f seq.)agrees with Navarrete,
Humboldt, and Washington Irving, in adopting 1436, or thereabouts,
as the probable date. ]

2 [P. Gaffarel (Hist. de la Décowverte de I’ Amérigue,ii, p. 14) doubts
the stay at Pavia, and describes his scientific attainments as only
mediocre. ]

3 «“In the month of February of the year 1477 I navigated a
hundred leagues beyond Thule an island of which the southern side

55
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El Mina, on the coast of Africa,! and had seen the
islands of the Grecian Archipelago.? He also mentions
having been employed by King René of Provence, to
intercept a Venetian galliot.® The next thing that we
may say we know for certain of him is, that he went to
Portugal, where he married Donna Felipa Muiiiz Pere-
strelo; and he is said to have been shown by his mother-
in-law the papers of her deceased husband, the first
governor of Porto Santo.* Indeed Columbus lived in this
little island % for some time ; and it is a curious fact that
the great chief of American discoverers should thus have
inhabited a spot which was the first advanced outpost in
African discovery. He also made voyages to different
parts of Africa in company with Portuguese mariners.
At what precise period his great idea came into his
mind there are no records to show. The continuous

is 73 degrees from the equator and not 63 as some say . . . . to this
island, which is as large as England, the English go with merchandise,
especially from Bristol.”—LAs Casas, Hist. de las Indias, Ixii, p. 48.

‘I have sojourned in the fortress of San Jorge de la Mina,
belonging to the King of Portugal, which is situated under the equator ;
and I can attest that these regions are in no way uninhabitable, as some
have maintained.”—H7st. del Almirante Christ. Colon. cap. 4.

[Modern French writers have claimed that San Jorge was a
fourteenth-century French settlement, deserted during the Hundred
Years’ War. It was re-settled by the Portuguese in 1482, and Sir
Clements Markham (Lzfe of Columbus) has suggested that Columbus
sailed in the colonizing expedition under the command of Diogo
d’Azambuja which left Lisbon in December 1481.]

3 Las Casas, Hist. de las Indias, Ixii, p. 49.

® [This story is now discredited. The two periods when King René
might have employed him on active service were 1437-41 and 1459-60.
In 1441 he was either not born, or but five years old ; in 1460 he was
fourteen or twenty-four, but in either case an obscure workman, not
likely to be chosen to command a warship. The statement is only one
reported by Fernando Columbus to have been made by his father, for
which no original evidence now exists. DPerhaps the incident happened
to some one else of the same name (see HARRISSE, Les Colombo de
France et dItalie), or, as_Sir Clements Markham suggests, the
mistake was directly due to Fernando Columbus.]

4 [Modern research has modified the version in the text, He married
Felipa Moniz, niece of Isabel Moniz, wife of Bartholomew Perestrello,
%:vemor of Porto Santo, who died in 1457. Family acquaintance may

ve given him access to Bartholomew Perestrello’s papers. ]

5 [The stay at Porto Santo has been questioned. See HARRISSE,
Christophe Colomd, Paris, 1884, i, p. 298.]
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current of Portuguese discoveries had excited the mind
of Europe, and must have greatly influenced Columbus,
living in the midst of them. This may be said without
in the least detracting from the merits of Columbus as
a discoverer. In real life men do not spring from some-
thing baseless to something substantial, as people in sick
dreams. A great invention or discovery is often like a
daring leap, but it is from land to land, not from nothing
to something: and if we look at the subject with this
consideration fully before us, we shall probably admit that
Columbus had as large a share in the merit of his discovery
as most inventors, or discoverers, can lay claim to. If the
idea which has rendered him famous was not in his mind
at the outset of his career of investigation, at any rate
he had from the first a desire for discovery, or, as he says
himself, the wish to know the secrets of this world.! It
may be a question whether this impulse soon brought him
to his utmost height of survey, and that he then only
applied to learning in order to confirm his first views; or
whether the impulse merely carried him along, with grow-
ing perception of the great truth he was to prove, into
deep thinking upon cosmographical studies, Portuguese
discoveries, the dreams of learned men, the labours of
former geographers, the dim prophetic notices of great
unknown lands, and vague reports amongst mariners of
drift wood seen on the seas. But at any rate, we know
that he arrived at a fixed conclusion that there was a way
by the West to the Indies, that he could discover this
way, and so come to Cipango,? Cathay, the Grand Khan

1 ¢ From very early youth I took to sea service, and have continued
in it until now, an occupation which makes him who follows it desire
to know the secrets of this world. I have passed forty years in this
calling, and have sailed everywhere, to the present time, where there is
any navigation.”—NAVARRETE, Coleccion Diplomatica, No. 140.

The Coleccion Diplomatica forms the second volume of the general
work of M. Fernandez de Navarrete, entitled Colecciorn de los Viages y
Descubrimientos que kicieron por mar los Espasioles desde fines del
siglo XV., 5 vols. Madrid, 1825-37.

3 Cipango, or Zipangu, is described as an island in Marco Polo’s
Travels (book 3, cap 2): ‘“The name which 1s here, as well as in
the British Museum and Berlin manuscripts, written Zzfangu, in the Basle
edition Zigamgri, in the older Latin Cyampagu, and in the early
Italian epitomes Cimpagw, is evidently intended for those islands which
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and all he had met with in the gorgeous descriptions of
Marco Polo and other ancient authorities. We may not
pretend to lay down the exact chronological order of the
formation of the idea in his mind,—in fact to know more
about it than he would probably have been able to tell
us hiniself.

Of the works of learned men, that which, according to
Ferdinand Columbus, had most weight with his father,
was the Cosmographia of Cardinal Aliaco.? Columbus was
also confirmed in his views of the existence of a western
passage to the Indies by Paulo Toscanelli, the Floren-
tine philosopher,? to whom much credit is due for the

we in a collective sense term Japan.”—(See Zravels of Marco Polo, by
Wm. Marsden, 1818.) [See also Sir Hen. Yule, Book of Ser Marco
Polo, London 1871,ii, p. 201,* Chipangu represents the Chinese d]ih-
pin-kwé, the kingdom of Japan, the pame Jih-pin being a kind of
translation of the native name Nippon, which is said to mean ‘the
origin of the sun,” or sun-rising, though that secems an improbable
name for a people to give their own country.”]

From the pleadings in the cause between the Fiscal (the Treasury)
of Spain a.mf Don Diego Columbus, the son and heir of the great
discoverer, we learn how this word Cipango, or Cipanso, was impressed
upon the mind of Columbus. ‘“To the next question he says that it
is known undoubtedly that Christopher Columbus gave information of
these Indies to Martin Alonso by the said writing, which he said was
of the time of Solomon, and contained navigations along the Medi-
terranean to the farthest point of Spain ; and from there going west for
a certain time in a certain way, between north and south to ninety-five
degrees, the land of Cipanso would be found on the way, a land so
fertile and opulent, whose greatness could subjugate Africa and Europe.”
—Las Casas, Hist. de las Indias.

1 [Cardinal Pierre d’Ailly, Bishop of Cambrai. His book was
written in 1410.]

The following passage is particularly referred to by Ferdinand
Columbus : “¢ Aristotle says that the extent of sea is inconsiderable
between the end of Spain on the west, and the beginning of India on
the east. And he is not speaking of Hither Spain, now commonly
called Spain, but of Further Spain, now called Africa.”—AL1ACO,
Imago Munds, cap. viii.

2 [Paolo Toscanelli, born in 1397 at Florence, was the most famous
astronomer and cosmographer of his time. The immediate suggestion
of a westward route to Asia was probably due to him rather than to any
other contemporary. In 1474, when the Portuguese explorers found
the coast of Africa trending continually southward, Alphonso V.
directed a gentleman of his household to write to Toscanelli to inquire
whether tﬁere was a probability of any shorter route to India.
Toscanelli wrote an answer dated 25th June 1474. At some subsequent
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encouragement he afforded to the enterprize. That the
notices, however, of western lands were not such as to
have much weight with other men, is sufficiently proved
by the difficulty which Columbus had in contending with
adverse geographers and men of science in general, of
whom he says, he never was able to convince any
one.! After a new world had been discovered, many
scattered indications were then found to have foreshown
it.

One thing which cannot be denied to Columbus, is,
that he worked out his own idea himself. How he did
so must now be told. He first applied himself to his
countrymen the Genoese, who would have nothing to
say to his scheme.? He then tried the Portuguese, who
listened to what he had to say, but with bad faith sought
to anticipate him by sending out a caravel with instruc-

period—various inquirers ascribe dates ranging between 1475 and 1482
—Columbus wrote to him on the same subject, and, in reply, received
a copy of the letter of 25th June 1474, and a chart. In this letter,
which was meant to be shown to the king, he says, * You must begin
to shape your course steadily westward,” and he then goes on to describe
the splendours of the East, taking his descriptions from Marco Polo.
At the end he writes : *“ From the city of Lisbon, due west, there are
twenty-six spaces marked on the map, each of which contains 250
miles as far as the very great and splendid city of Quinsay (Hang-
Chow, for some time the capital of China) . . . . this space is almost
a third part of the whole sphere. . . . But from the island of Antilia,
which you know, to the very splendid island of Cipango, there are ten
spaces— . . . . sothrough the unknown parts of the route the stretches
of sea to be traversed are not great.” The original map is now lost
but a reconstruction is given here. See also the Introduction.]

1 ¢«Your Highnesses know that seven years were passed at your
Court importuning fruitlessly. In all that time I never found a pilot
mariner, philosopher, nor man of science, who did not declare my
projects erroneous, and I received help from no one, except—after
1God—«Frim Antonio de Marchena.”—-LaAs Casas, Hist. de las Indias,
xii, p. 250.

[Thus Columbus—but some of his biographers take a different view.
Commenting on this passage, Mr Harrisse writes (Chréstophe Colomb
devant I Histoire, Pans 1892, p. 46): ‘“On the contrary, Columbus
was received, encouraged, ancf aided by the greatest personages of
Spain.” Mr Justin Winsor (WINSOR, History of America, ii, cap. I,
part 1) criticises severely the general truthfulness, honesty, and trust-
worthiness of Columbus. ]

2 [On the authority of Mufioz (Hist. del Nuevo Munds), quoting
Ramusio, but the statement is now generally rejected. ]
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tions founded upon his plan. The caravel, however, re-
turned without having accomplished anything, the sailors
not having had heart to venture far enough westward.
It was not an enterprize to be carried out successfully by
men who had only stolen the idea of it.

Columbus, disgusted at the treatment he had received
from the Portuguese court, quitted Lisbon, and after visit-
ing Genoa, as it appears, went to see what favour he could
meet with in Spain, arriving at Palos in the year 1485.!
He was fortunate enough to make a friend, ever afterwards
true to him, in the Guardian of La Rabida, a Franciscan
monastery near Palos.2 Having entrusted his young son
to the care of the good monk, Columbus made his way in
January 1486 to the court of Ferdinand and Isabella,
then at Cordova. There Columbus found at once a friend
in the Treasurer of the Household, Alonso de Quintanilla,
a man who, like himself, took delight in great things (que
tenia gusto en cosas grandes), and who obtained a hearing
for him from the Spanish monarchs. They were then
engaged in war against the Moors—a religious war 2 ; and
could not give more than a slight and superficial attention
to a matter which must have seemed remote and most
uncertain. Indeed, when it is considered, that the most
pressing internal affairs of kingdoms are neglected* by
the wisest rulers in times of war, it is wonderful that
Columbus succeeded in obtaining any audience at all
Ferdinand and Isabella did not, however, dismiss him
abruptly. On the contrary, it is said, they listened kindly ;
and the conference ended by their referring the business

! [Various dates, between the autumn of 1484 and the spring of 1486,
are given for his arrival in Spain.]

2 ?Following Irving’s Columbus, Sir Arthur Helps has converted
two separate individuals into one (see p. 63). The friend made at this
time was Fray Antonio de Marchena, referred to in the note on p. 59.
The guardian or superior of Santa Maria de la Rabida was Juan Eerez,
who was afterwards to interfere with such decisive effect, but who was
probably not then known to Columbus. ]

3 [The war with Granada—the final one against the Moors—had
been carried on since 1481.]

4 ¢“Their Highnesses heard and understood only superficially on
account of their incessant occupation in the business of the war; it is
a general rule that when monarchs are at war they can give little atten-
tion to other things.”-—LAs CASAs, Hist. de las Indias, Ixii, p. 228.
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to the Queen’s Confessor, Fray Hernando de Talavera.
This important functionary summoned a junta of cosmo-
graphers (not a promising assemblage!) to consult about
the affair. They thought that so many persons wise in
nautical matters as had preceded the Genoese mariner,
never could have overlooked such an idea as that which
had presented itself to his mind ; moreover they had their
own arguments against the scheme, amongst which was
the not unnatural one, that Columbus, after he had de-
scended the hemisphere, would not be able to ascend
again, for it would be like getting up a mountain, as they
said. In fine, they decided that this scheme of the
Genoese mariner was “vain and impossible, and that it
did not belong to the majesty of such great Princes to
determine anything upon such weak grounds of informa-
tion.”!

Ferdinand and Isabella seem not to have taken the
extremely unfavourable view of the matter entertained by
the junta of cosmographers, or at least, to have been will-
ing to dismiss Columbus gently; for they merely said,
that with the wars at present on their hands, and especi-
ally that of Granada, they could not undertake any new
expenses, but when that war was ended, they would
examine his plan more carefully.?

Thus ended a solicitation at the court of Ferdinand and
Isabella, which, according to some authorities, had lasted
five years; for the facts above-mentioned, though short
in narration, occupied no little time in transaction. One,
who from an experience larger even than that which fell
to the lot of Columbus, knew what it was to endure the cold
and indolent neglect of superficial men in small authority,
and all the vast delay, which cannot be comprehended
except by those who have suffered under it, that belongs
to the transaction of any affair in which many persons
have to co-operate, compares the suit of Columbus to a

1 HERRERA, Historia General, dec. 1, lib. 1, cap. 8. Madrid, 1601.

% “After a long time, the Catholic Kings ordered Don Christobal
to be answered that being occupied in an important war, and
particularly in the conquest of Granada, they could not undertake fresh
expenses, but that when that was finished they would order a closer
examination of his project, and decide about it.”—HERRERA, dec. I,
lib. 1, cap. 9.
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battle—“a terrible, continuous, painful, prolix battle.”*
The tide of this long war (for war it was rather than
a battle) having turned against him, Columbus left the
court,? and went to Seville with ¢““much sadness and dis-
comfiture ” (con mucha tristesa y desconsuelo). During this
dreary period of a suitor’s life, which, however, has been
endured by some of the greatest men the world has seen,
which was well known by close observation, or bitter ex-
perience, to Spenser, Caméens, Cervantes, Shakespeare,
Bacon,—one joy at least was not untasted by Columbus,
namely that of love. His beloved Beatrice, whom he
first met at Cordova, must have believed in him, even if
no one else had done so; but love was not sufficient to
retain ® at her side a man goaded by a great idea, or
perhaps that love did but impel him to still nobler efforts
for her sake, as is the way with lovers of the greater sort.
After giving up his hopes at court, Columbus is said to
have applied to the Duke of Medina Sidonia; and after-
wards to the Duke of Medina Celi. It is certain that
when Columbus succeeded in his enterprize, the Duke of
Medina Celi wrote to the Cardinal of Spain, showing that
he (the Duke) had maintained Columbus two years in his

1 Las Casas, Ixii, p. 227.

2 [Columbus passed the winter of 1486-87 at Salamanca ; in the
summer of 1487 he was attached to the court, receiving gratuities from
Isabella, and was present at the siege and surrender of Malaga. In
the autumn of that year, he either married or formed an irregular
connection with Beatriz Enriquez de Arana (see Harrisse, CAristophe
Colomb, ii, pp. 353-357; Markham, Life of Columbus, p. 60). A
year later, in the autumn of 1488, he was at Lisbon, and from there
sent his brother Bartholomew first to England and then to France
to see if there was any chance that either Henry VII. or Charles VIII.
would take up his proposals. In May 1489, Columbus was back at
Cordova, and it is said that it was during the following winter that the
Duke of Medina-Celi proposed to fit out the expedition at his own
expense (Fiske, Discovery of America, i, p. 408); in any case, he
supported Columbus for two years. It was after these two years,
in 1491, in the midst of the preparations for the siege of Granada,
that Columbus left the court, but it will be seen that the sequence of
events in the text is not in accordance with recent research.]

3 ¢ Neither the honours shown him by many of the nobility, nor the
liberality of the Minister of Finance, Alonso de Quintanilla, who
believed in him, nor the pledge of love in another son, born at Cordova,
could make the delay tolerable.”—MuRoz, Hist, del Nuevo Mundo,

Pp- 60.
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house,! and was ready to have undertaken the enterprize,
but that he saw it was one for the Queen herself, and
even then he wished to have had a part in it. I do not
doubt that any man in whose house Columbus resided
for two years, would have caught some portion of his
enthusiasm, and have been ready to embark in his enter-
prize. It may be conjectured, however, that none of the
nobles of the Spanish court would have been likely to
undertake the matter without some sanction from the
King or Queen.

Columbus now resolved to go into France,? and with
this intent went to the monastery of La Rabida for his
son Diego, intending to leave him at Cordova. At the
monastery there was the faithful friend of Columbus, Juan
Perez de Marchena, the Guardian,® to whom he doubtless
confided all his griefs and struggles, and who could not
bear to hear of his intention to leave the country, for
France or England, and to make these nations greater by
allowing them to aid him. Juan Perez took Garcia
Hernandez into council upon the affairs of Columbus.
This Hernandez is conjectured to have been a physician,
somewhat skilled in physical science,* and therefore
capable of appreciating the arguments of Columbus. It
is worthy of notice that a person who appears only once,
as it were, in a sentence in History, should have exercised
so much influence upon it as Garcia Hernandez, who was
probably a man of far superior attainments to those around

1 ¢¢ Alonso de Quintanilla wrote me on her behalf that the business
was not settled, but that if it succeeded Her Highness would bear me
in mind, and give me a sharein it . . . now he is returned to Lisbon
having found all that he sought for . . . which as soon as I knew
I conveyed the good news to Her Highness . . . and begged that I
might send each year some of my caravels. I beg that your lordship
will aid me in this, since I kept him in my house for two years and
encouraged him to the service which has turned out so great a thing.”—
Duke of Medina-Celi to Cardinal Mendoza.—FERNANDEZ DE NAVAR-
RETE, Col. Dip., No. 14.

2 [In October 1491.]

¥ [Juan Perez the Guardian. It is matter for argument whether Fray
Antonio de Marchena, to whom Columbus had been known since his
arrival in Spain, belonged to the convent of La Rabida, whether
Columbus had ever been to the convent before, or whether he had
been previously known to Juan Perez.]

¢ Las Casas speaks of him as *“ médico 6 flsico.”
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him, and in the habit of deploring, as such men do, his
hard lot in being placed where he could be so little
understood. Now, however, he was to do more at one
stroke than many a man who has been all his days before
the world. These three—the monk, the learned physician,
and the skilled cosmographer,—discussed together the
propositions so unhappily familiar to the last-named
member of their little council. The affection of Juan
Perez and the learning of Hernandez were not slow to
follow in the track which the enthusiasm of the great
adventurer made out before them; and they were, no
doubt, on that day, as convinced as Columbus himself,
of th