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INTRODUCTION.
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" The present edition of this work comprises (1) Alankérasttra,
(8) a Vritti (commentary on the Satra) and (38)a commentary on the
Vritti. The Vritti published in the Kavyamala Series has the
following introductory line, “fstegrRasroi g3l aredg=ad.”  From
this, it has to be inferred that both the Satra and the Vritti were
written by one and the same aathor. And from the closing line
therein, ‘@AY JASFREIET” both the Satra and the Vritti have
come to be known as Alankarasarvasva. The colophon in the
same edition, “FREIFHAXTATG=aTEa "’ ascribes the aathorship to
Ruyyaka.

But in our ancient palm-leaf manuscripts of the work, the above
introductory line runs thus, ‘“GYSERENT 791 aRIIT=93"", where the
reading & instead of A gives rise to the surmiso that the author
of the Satra might be a preceptbr of the author of the Vyitti. And
the couplet, at the end of our manuscripts,

“gft “wemEr AFY FRARRIATEIRIREERE: |
gafmare aRgaegradEn 1

makes it clear that the author of Alankarasarvasva is Mankhuka. The
commentator Samudrabandha calls the Vritti, the subject of his
commentary, as Alankarasarvasva and its author, as Mankhuka, and

adopts the reading % in “TIeREREIOIL .

Thus it is evident that a belief in the authorship of Alankara-
sarvasva had long ago been current in two ways. This beliei could
not have arisen unless both Ruyyaka and Mankbuka bhad some
connection with the work. Hence it may be argued that one of them
should have written the Sitra, and the other, the Vritti. Of these,

* Here, the proper name should be #F®, which probably has be-
come corrupted as WEFS, just as the name A9 is pronounced as
A9 with double 3.



B
the author of the Sttra, being the preceptor of the author of the Vritti
as shown by the reading TISEREAH, should be Ruyyaka himself,

and the author of the Vritti should be Mankhuka. For, Mankhuka,
in his Srikanthacharita refers to Ruyyaka as his preceptor thus:—

“gd siesaeEg g B el
rerraEeTErtgAsag 1" (25-30)

The *author of Alankérasarvasva has been described in the intro-
duction of Vyaktiviveka as a writer of many treatises such as TR
#Hraian, AEFHEET ete., and as a critic of Mabimabhatta, the author

of Vyktiviveka. He flourished in the first half of the 12th century
A.D.

It is well known that, in the elucidation of Arthalankéras,
Alankarasarvasva surpasses the Kavyaprakasa of Mammata and also
criticises sonic of the views ¢f the latter. The commentary, which is
now published, is well suited to the dignified nature of Alankara-
sarvasva and is superior, in every respect to Jayaratha’s commentary
published in the Kavyamala Scries. Samudrabandha, the author of
the commentary adorned the court of Ravi Varma Bhiipa alias Sang-
ramadhira, the king of Kolamba (Quilon) in Travancore. It was
observed in the introduction of Pradyumvnabhyudaya (Trivandirum
Sanskrit Series No. 8) that this king, who was born in 1265 A. D.
and conquered the countries as far as Conjeevaram might probably
be an ancestor of His Highness the Maharaja of Travancore, and that

the commentator, Samudrabandha, might be the father of Simharaja,
who wrote the Prakrita-Rupavatéra.

The edition is based on the following palm-leaf manuscripts
written in Malayalam character. '

%, and ®. Alankarasarvasva, belonging to the Palace Library,
about 4 centuries old.
lent by Mr. Kailasapuram Go-

vinda Pisharodi, about 4 cen-
turies old. “

7, Do.

* 1t was stated, in the introduction of Vyaktivivekn that Alankarasarvasva was
written by Ruyyaka; but, now we ha.vq to take it to have been written by Mankhuks
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& The commentary of
Alankérasarvasva, belonging to the Palace Librarys
3 centuries old.

. Do. lent by Mr. Kailasapuram Go-
vinda Pisharodi, 8 centuries
old-

a, Do. lent by Mr. Chakran Krishna

Varyar, about a century old.
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