ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I would like to express my deep sense of gratitude to Prof. Souvik Bhattacharya, Vice Chancellor,
BITS Pilani for making me available all the necessary facilities for the successful completion of
the study. | am highly grateful to Prof. Sudhir Kumar Barai, Director, BITS Pilani, Pilani campus
for his inspiration. It is my pleasant duty to thank Prof. Jitendra Panwar, Associate Dean, Academic

Graduate Studies and Research Division (AGSRD) for his constant encouragement.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my supervisor, Prof. Arya Kumar, for his
encouragement, invaluable guidance and support throughout my study. Without his assistance and
contributions, this thesis would never have been completed. His constant guidance and

encouragement enabled me to successfully complete the thesis.

I am thankful to Dr. A.K. Giri (Head, Department of Economics and Finance) who provided me
positive academic work environment. | am also thankful to all the faculty members and research
scholars (passed out and continuing) of the department for their constant support and
encouragement. | am extremely thankful to Prof. N.V.M. Rao and Dr. Byomakesh Debata for their
encouragement throughout this journey and for providing the valuable inputs as Doctoral Advisory

Committee members for improving upon the work.

Finally, at home front, | am at loss of words to express my profound thanks to my parents for
bestowing upon me the courage to face the complexities of life and complete this work
successfully. Their care and love have been my greatest strengths. I would not have been able to
complete this project without the understanding, encouragement and patience of my father Prof.

Rajiv Gupta and Prof. Anu Gupta. | would like to extend appreciation to my beloved brothers



Abhinav Gupta and Harshvardhan Maheshwari, who continuously reassured me that my efforts

would eventually fructify.

I feel indebted to all my friends, seniors and juniors, especially my colleagues Mr. Zeeshan, and
Miss Megha, who always encouraged and provided support. They were always there throughout
the ups and downs of this entire project at different phases. | thank the supporting staff of the

department of Economics and Finance — Mr. Suresh for his constant help.

NEHA GUPTA



