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Glossary of Indic Terms

Adhikar Hindi word for Rights

Dalit The term used for referring to the members of the Scheduled Castes
Dharna Sit-in at public places as an expression of protest

Gaon Village area notified by the state government

Gram Panchayat

A gram panchayat 1s formed for a group of villages and notified by the
state government. First tier of the panchayati raj

Haq Urdu word for Rights

Nyay Justice

Panch Panch literally means the head. In panchayati raj, a panch s an elected
representative at the ward level

Panch-ni Elected woman representative at the ward level

Panchayati Raj Three-tier system of local government at the village, block and district

level. The units at corresponding levels are referred to as Panchayati Raj

Institutions

Panchayat Samiti

A panchayat samiti 1s formed for a group of panchayats under the
jurisdiction of the particular administrative block. Second tier of the
panchayati raj

Patta A land deed

Pradhan Chairperson of the panchayat samiti

Pramukh Chairperson of the zila parishad

Paisa Khaya The term used for denoting rent-seeking conduct by persons

Rozgar Employment

Saathi An associate, ally, fellow and supportter in struggle

Sanghthan Organisation or Collective

Sarpanch Chairperson of the panchayat

Sarpanch-ni Woman chairperson of the panchayat

Soochna/Jankari Information

Tehsil Revenue unit

Thakur A feudal title for landowners in the villages of Northern and North-
western India

Toli A group of people formed for a specific purpose

Zila Parishad A Zila parishad is formed at the district level and exercises supervisory

power over all the panchayats and panchayat samitis in the district.
Third tier of the panchayati raj



