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IT-Delhi tops in India in
QS World Univ Rankings

294 Varsities
From Country
In Asia List

Manash Pratim Gohain &
Hemali Chhapia | i

Mumbai: Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT) Delhi
nas retained its position as
India’s top university for the
fifth consecutive vear, ran-
king59 in QS World Universi-
tv Rankings: Asia 2026,
slightly lower than last yve-
ar’s 44. It is followed by Indi-
an Institute of Science,
Bengaluru (64), and II'T Mad-
ras (70). India’s showing this
vear is defined by research
productivity and academic
depth—five  universities
rank among Asia’s top 10 for
“Papers Per Faculty’ and 28
‘among top 50, while 45 Indi-

an institutions feature in the
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IIT-Bombay ranked 11th in Asia
for ‘employer reputation’

India’s higher education
system has expanded its re-
gional footprint. backed by
strong research output and
faculty quality, with now 294
ranked universities in 17th
&S Asia Rankings, the se-
cond-most represented sy-
stem after China (395). Of
these, seven feature in top
100, 20 in top 200, and 66 in top
500. Of the Indian institu-
tions ranked last vear, 36 im-
proved, 16 remained stable,
and105declined—evenas137
universities made their de-
but, the highest-ever num-
ber from India. Nineteen
achieved their bestever
rank, including Chandigarh
University, BITS Pilanli, Sho-
olini University and OP Jin-
dal Global Universire

India, however, continu-
és to lag behind regional lea-
ders on internationalisation
indicators—a persistent
challenge reflected in limi-
ted foreign student and facul-
ty inflows. The results see
The University of Hong
Kong crowned Asia's best
university unseating Peking
University which slips to se-

cond. Nanvang Technologi-
cal University climbs one po
sition to joint-third alongsi
de the National University
of Singapore
Turner said: “In just five
vears since the National
Education Policy launched
India has built system-level
capacity that is globally rele
vant and locally sempowe-
ring. Theentry of over130 in-
dian universities into this
vear's Asia Rankings is a
strongsignal of depthaswell
as breadth. As research eco-
systems mature and interna-
tional partnerships scale, In-
dia is positioning itself not :
onlv as a study destination :
but as a global knowledge le-
ader shaping innovation, in-
clusion, and sustainahble
growth across Asja.” :
Indian universities have
also strengthened their re
gional standing for acade- :
mic and employer reputa- :
tion—key indicators of
brand value and graduatere
adiness. [IT Bombay leadson
both counts, ranking 11th in :
Asla for ‘emplover reputa-
tion" (up five places) and 26th
for Academic Reputation
According to @S, India’s
strengths remain firmly re
search-led. Shoolini Univer-
sity of Biotechnology and
Management Sciences
ranks 6th in Asia for ‘Cita-
tions per Paper’, while Save
etha Institute of Medical and
Technical Sciences leads in
‘International Research Net-
work ' (19th)



